_The Herris-Collins Platform..

, The ultimate goal of the university—should“be“to"helpuits—studentsfbecomewcapgble

- of seeing as many aspects of any problem they face as they can. They should also be
- self-motivating., Scholarly research, the preservation of our academic and cultural.
heritage; and the creation of citizems capable of controlling their society in a complex
. age are founded on the principles of broad free inquiry and dedication enough to that
inquiry to carry it out. in keeping with the highest academic standards, The University
-needs to reassert these values, too, if it is to lead in forming the lines along which
buf'society-develops,.rathet than being led by our society's present-day pressures. -

-~ We beliewe that this geal can only be approached. by reforming the structure-of the
undiversity: -If we wish te-imstill the-ability to make the best.choice from the widest
set- of .aleernatives, we must. hold freedom of choice as a methed im eur-ilustitutieon.
Self-motivation.can only come by a.process withian each individual -~ A process best.
stimulated by.placing the entire responsibility for the individualls life.upon. him-
self.. Fettering him with regulations, degree requirements, housing requirements, oc.
unnecessary soeial rituals can only hinder this.process. Ironically, these restricte
ions are usually.presented as ways te improve students, but their coercive nature and
their bureaucratic.oversimplification do more harm than good., They appear to be more
attempts to socialize the student than educate him, : o
.... -In.proposing ways to reach this goal, sometimes very simple changes would have .

‘far-reaching effects. The discussion of such changes helps us to see the nature of
our goals and the relation to present issues. An example; An effective way to come -
closer to our goal of choice and self-motivation would bé to make the only requirément
for a BA the completion of 180 units.of work. This work would be graded only at the
students yequest.  All advising on courses of study would be based on the student's
choosing his goals and on the persuasive ability of faculty in recommending the rel-
evance of appropriate courses of study. To assume that ' students would not use the
opportunity to learn without being forced is absurd and degrading to university students
Some might not take full advantage of the system, but they would aid the educational .
process by their absence from it. . % - T3

~ This idea would benefit the faculty as well as the students. They would still have
the incentives of research and consultation with colleagues, and their students would be
interested, since no student would be reqiired to take a course in which he was not
interested. The Stanford degree would no longer be a meaningful label of proficiency,
true, but what institution could tutn down z graduate simply on the grounds that he
might not have best used his education. They would simply have to judge him as himgelf,
an old-fashioned but valuable practice. : o - ' '

- This idea presents a radical change, one not immediately possible and one with too -
maﬁy"implicationsgtopdichss:cOmpLetely.here, but it illustrates how structural changes
can lead toward -the ideal conception of the university. One ill very apparent in most
suggestions for change is that tactics are valued more than goals. An idea is not
dnvalid because powerful people oppose it, and people who hold advanced and different -
'idgas_will not necessarily. be too radical in their tactics to achieve their goals, Let
us decide whether an idea is right and then decide the best way to realize it, :

Restraint, patience, vesponsibility, comprimise~-all of these activities are
lmportant., But the mind is the battlefield of ideas, The ideas below are some we be-
lieve to be right, They will be further discussed during our campaign, - '

SPECIFIC PROPOSALS

The QOrganization of the University : _ .
A. The University should move toward a "one scholar, one vote" system of government..
-1, "Scholars” include students, faculty, and administration, o
2. The Board of Trustees should be elected by all scholars. Terms should be for
four years, with some elections each year. Current Students;and faculty should not be
eligible to run for the Bozxzd, The Board is presently a self-perpetuating body.
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A, 3 Theuleglalatrve bodyaof-the-Unxver31ty?_where“dec1310ns*of*pclicy~&remmadanﬂshould~ -
be elected.by and from all constituencies of scholars.

B. In the very near future, efforts should be made or continued to inélude students on .
all levels of decision of the University, and the faculty should be invited to send

- members to LASSU. The subcommittees of the Academic Council should ;ncludg stu@ents_as
voting members.' Meetings of the Board of Trustees should be open. In addition to. the
Committee-of 15;Fa larger discussion group comprised of all scholars, should be set’ up

to dlscuss 1ssmes recommended to it by its constituencies.

" The Educatlonal Process :
A, The requirements for undergraduate degrees should be radlcally changed .
‘1. There'should be no General Studies requirements. ALl major and non-ma jor
courses- should be- graded pass- fall or replaced by paragraph summaries of a student s
perfarmance £ : '
2.. “More. ‘credic end opportunltlee for 1ndependent study and tEf-campus pro;ects
(such as social work, tutoring, etc. ) should exist.,
3. Freshmen should ‘be urgea to take independent study for the third quarter of th31r
freshman year. '
4, The residence requirement should be reduced so  that students could do 1ndependent
study away from the University for part of their work and receive credit for it, '
B. Admissions: should be basea not: only on a totally non-discriminatory policy with
respeéct to race or! bellaf but’ should also actively cultivate applications from areas
with little oPportunltles for the. usually—acCEpted modes. of preparation for chlege.
C. The advising system should be more a discussion of goals and student needs, and less
a technical aiding with ch0031ng courses from the academic chinese menu ., & P
D. More attentlon'should be glven to teaching excellence in dec1d1ng promotion and ten-
ure of professor TS

The Status of the Student w1thln the Unlversity : -
A.  All regulations of conduct which solely effect students should be made by students
... 1. -Such rules as social regulatlons _possession of 11quor ~open house hours, or
,-birth control -should be Teccgiized as areas of student’ Jurisdlctlon. '
B. .All:social xegulatinns -should.be put on-'a voluntary ba31s
- C. . All ‘studentsishould be.allowed to liwé 'on- or off-campus, as they choose
D. Mlnor ineaualltles such as modes of address, parklng tlckets andé places, and une‘Ual
payment for the Dgily should be rectified. . :
" E. Our medical facilities should include: infermatiom® and prescription of contraceptive
devices- to.all desiring them, within ‘the'limits of state law and medical practice; A
pharmacy on campus; Opportunltles to takKe 15D ‘under medical supervision and w;th all -
medical advice; within the ‘limits of state law and medical practice.
F. The liguor pollcy should be no more restrictive than state law. This policy shouiﬂ
be -enacted as soon as possible. Student-faculty functions should serve ligquor. Beer:
should be served: in.the Tresidder Union’, The university should investigate the
questlon of legallzlng mari juana and Ehe 1ower1ng of the drinking age..

4.
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Student Act1v1t1es E -

(1) Rush should be, abollshed All 11v1ng groups should participate in a ‘draw system.
(2) Living groups- should be able to set their own standards of conduct, within the law,
and have original ju¥isdiction over all judicial cases within the group. (3) Activities
on-campus should be ue-centralized, using living groups and establishxng coffee houses,
book shops),: ‘and theatres around campus. . (4) Freshman and upper-class housing should be
mexged. .. (5). The' eéxtent of co-ed hou51ng within a living groupshould be determined by
the. group.. {6} Athletlcs should be valued as a nice: pastime, but not as essentlal to
‘the. idea of -a. unlverszty (7) Applications for forelgﬁ campuses should be dec1ded in a
draw system'g GPA is anl.arbitrary: and“ébéurd way to predict success oversaas. Students
at fore1gn campuses - shquld ‘have no Yégulations limiting their travel at any time during

their stay. Students should be able to remain in Furope and receive Stanforddcredit for
1ndependent study.z- :




~THE NEW COMMITTMENT--WHO ARE THEY KIDDING? An apalysis of the Klein-Jacobi Platform
. (by the Harris-Cellins Platform Committee)

The Klein Jacob1 platiorm is a comblnatlon of ‘noble, vapid: concepts and “intiocuous,
unorlginal specific propdsals. We w111 first examine speclfzca, then meke general
comments,
Lo1) Ma total re- examlnation of the academlc curriculum and env1ronment...by a
student commlttee.ﬂ: What an’ origlnal 1dea . The ASSU Education Commission’ has already
beeén set up to be just thls committee . Anyway,. instead of appointing a commlttee, a
platforn should state the candidates’ ideas on education. Where are’ ‘they? '

2)"...4d recongideraricn of the aims and accomplishments of the General Studies
Program " Again, how original, but at least they are keeping up with the’ Admlnlstra-
‘tion.’ President’ Sterl:ng haa already announced to his student -advisory commIttee
that the administration wants a sweeglng restudy of General  Studies next' year. Also
the Educatibn Comm1531on Thas a General Studies and Grading Commlttee, chalred by :
ouf’ campalgn manager.

By L4 voluntary pass fall system in all courses out81de the gajor: field. w -
Again, What an idea! Dean Wert has s simiiar, though slightly more: conservat1Vei““iif
proposal béfore the Commeftee on Undergraduate Education right now;’ Lo

4y ", réforms withid ‘the Overseas. Campus program..." also, support work of ‘the
Martindale Commiftee examining Qverseas Campus academ1 curricula "urge the adoption )
of its recommendations in fuli." How nice, what are. they? We call thls "creatlve '5
blanket : acceptance A What are. Klein and Jacobi' 8 ideas? ' o

5) "modify the idea of a ”European experlence” « «focus on the culture of the
countryin-which the’ 1nd1v1dual campus is 1ocatcd M. This is vague -and unclear.

In France group VIIY, for- example, students took. 12 units. of French; 4 unitsg- of
French Civ, 8 unita of French socxology, and 8 units. of the Modern Novel wlth
emphasis on :the French How.French can you get? i ik

&) ”studeﬁts Sas” aHvisu y ‘members ‘on the -Committee: on’ Undergraduate Education "
Once again, how original. This specific issue is now before the Committee of 15,
Further, why should students be only advisory members? Why shouldn't they have' votes?
Whose undergraduate ‘education is 1t, anyway? Me get the feeling ‘that either (1) «
Klein-Jacobi doesn't trust student opinion enough to-give it voting: voice in'the
decision-making structure of the university, or.(2) they are only" prop051ng “safe“ e

ideas 1n glow&ng terms, proposals whlch people are working. for aiready ””"f

7) "...students as adv1sory members on the Board of Trustees..." Again, the souls \
of: orlglnallty. “This has been advocated and mentioned in LASSU for months, Again 5
why- aduisorz méfibers? ° How ‘about a few Faculty nembers, too? Or would students and
faculty ~tend: to’ advocate narrow vested interests, where in Dean Wert's words, "a
function of the Board of Trustees is to ask good questzona from a more detached
perspective?" U

8) "...President or Vlce President should visit each living group at least once
a month, " At the risk of belng called radical, we propose an ASSU delegate to live
in each - 11v1ng gTroup and’ to be choscn by the group. Oh, that sounds: 1ike a LASSU
rep? Welli, gee, we gudss it wesn't such an original idea after all.

9) "...open the doors of student govermeent to all who wish to work in formulating
student:. policy.U “This: plank is based on a totally erroneous assumption, that those
doors have: been closed They have been wide open, but nobody has ‘deigned to- come 1n
They were so open that Mr. "Klein could get a4 seat on the LASSU Student Affairs
Committee a few weeks after he came into LASSU, just by applying. We feel that this
attitude, projecting an'Vin" crow 1", is a feeble ‘attempt to assuage the Semiwconseiences}
of some-lazy students who ‘have good intentions but little energy. We feel that by _
providing rationalizations for apathy, by blaming it on government, Klein and Jacobi
are encouraging apathy. But they don't .8ay that; they might alienate somebody. :

10) ".:.a President's Council to co-ordinate studenL policy.” ‘Does this mwean ‘the
“house pre51dents? This would create a duplicate LASSU, joy of joys. Apparently,
these candidates believe that house presidents are. gOod guys and 'LASSU reps bad guys.
Then we'd have AWS and AMS; with nq_gf‘ecawnuﬂenv graduate representation, On




