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Mr. Chairman, and dis
tingnished mewmbers of the
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, the subject on which 1
am invited fo give my views
this morning is, as I under-
stand it, the complex of
problems connected with our
present involvement in Viet-
nam.

I would like to explain in
undertaking to speak on this
subject, that Southeast Asia
is a part of the world for
which I can claim no special-
ized knowledge. T am not
familiar with the official ra-
ticnale of our policy theve
except as it has been ro
vealed in the press. _

1 cannot recall that I have
ever, either during my
ficial service in government
or subsequently, been drivn
by the executive branch
our government into congui-
tation on the problem of our
policy in Southeast Asia, or
even been made privy to the
official discussions by ‘which
that policy was decided.

1 am sure that there are
many data that are relevant
to any thoroughly founded
judgment on these matters
which are not available to
me, and this being the case,
i have tried in recent weeks
and months not to jump to
final conclusions even in my
own thoughts, to remain
sympathetically  receptive.
poth to our government’s
explanations of the very real
digficulties it has faced and
1o the doubts and questions
of its serious erifics.

I have net been anxiour
to press my views on the
public but T gladly give them
to you for whatever they are
worth, claitming no particu
lar merit for them excep!

perhaps that they flow from

experience with Communist

l!or some 38 vears, and also

ubled sort of concern that
we should find the proper
course. the right course, ai
his truly crucial moment.

The first point I would like

‘make is that if we were

mot already involved as we
are today in Vietnam, 1
would know of no reason why
we should wish to become so
linvolved, and I could think
of several reasons why we
shiould wish not fo.
Vietnam is not a region of
major military, industrial im-
portance. It is difficult to
believe that any decisive de-
velopments of the world situ-
lation would be determined in
mormal circumstiances by
'what happens on that terri-
tory. .

If it were not for the con-
siderations of prestige that
arise precisely out of our
present involvement, even a
situation in which South Viet-
narn was controlled exclu-
sively by the Viet Cong, while
regretiable, and no doubt
morally unwarranted, wonkd
net, in my opinion. present
dangers great enough to jus-
tify our direct military inter-
vention.

Given the situation that ex-
ists today in the relations
among the leading Commu-
nigt powers, and by that i
fiave, of course, in mind pri-.
marily the Soviet-Chinese
conflict, there is every likeli-
hood that a Communist re-
gime in South Vietnam would
follow a fairly independent
course.

There is no reason o sus-
pect that such a regime
would find it either necessary
or desirable in present cir-
cumstances to function siui-
ply as a passive puppet and
instrument of Chinese power,
And as for the danger that its
establishment there would
unieash similar tendencies in
neighboring countries, this, |
think, would depend largely
on the manner in which it
came-into power.

'-Jggm the deepest and most

In the light of what has re-

cently happened in IndONe R rr yioh we are now faced.

nent. the danger of the so-|
called domine effect. that is:

the effect that would be pro-

duced by a limited Commu-
nist success in South Viet-

nam, seems to me to be con-
siderably less than it was
when the main decisions

were taken that have led to

our present involvement.
Let me stress, I do not

say that that danger does
not exist, I say that it is
less than it was a year or

{wo ago when we got into
this involvement.

From the long term stand-

point, therefore, and on prin-
ciple, I think our military in-
volvement in Vietnam has tc
be recognized as unfortunate
as something we would no
choose deliberately. if the
choice were ours to make all

»over again today. and by the
same token, I think it shoul{

he our government’s aim in

Hauidate this involvemeni

just as soon ag this can be
done without inordinate dam-
age to our own prestige or to
the stability of conditions in
that area. :

It is obvious on the other
hand that this involvement i=

today a fact. It creates a new

situation. It raises new ques-

tions ulterior to the long

term problem which have to

be taken into account; a pre-

cipitate and disorderly with-

drawal could represent in
present circumstances a dis
service to our own interest:

and even to world peace
greater than any that might
have been involved by our
failure to engage ourselves

there in the first place.

This is a reality which if
there is to be any peaceful

resolution of this conflict, is
going to have to be recog-
nized both by the more erit+
cal of our friends and by our
adversaries. ‘

But at the same time, I
have great misgivings about
any deliberate expansion of
hostilities on our part direct-
ed to the achievement of
something calted **victory’'—
if by the use of that term we
envisage the complete disap-
negrance of the recalcitrance

adversary fo our wiil, ana
the complete realization of
our present stated political
aims.

I doubt that these things
can be achieved even by the
most formidable military
suceesses.

Tmere seems 10 be an
inpression about that if we
bring sufficlent military pres-
sure to bear there will occur
at some point something in
the nature of a political ca-
pitulation on the other side. i
think this is a most danger-
ous assumption. 1 don’t say
that it is absolutely impossi-
ble, but it is a dangerous as-
sumption in the light of the
experience we have had with
Communist elements in the
past.

The North Vietnamese and
the Viet Cong have between
them a great deal of space
and manpower to give up if
they have to, and chinese
ecan give them more if they
need it.

Fidelity to the Communist
tradition would dictate that if
really pressed to extremity
on the military level these
people should disappear en-
tirely from the open scene
and fall back exclusively on
the undergroind political and
‘military existence rather
than to accept terms that
would be openly humiliating
and would represent in their
eyes the betrayal of the fu-
ture political prospects of the
catuse to which they are dedi-
cated.

Any total rooting out ot the
Viet Cong irom the territory
of South Vietnam could be
achieved, if it could be
achieved at all. only at the
cost of 3 degree of damage to
civilian life and of civilian
suffering generally. for which
1 would not like to see this
country responsible.

And to attempl 1o crush
North Vietnamese strength to
a point where Hanoi could no
longer give any suupport for
Viet Cong political activity in
the South. would almost cer-
tainly. it seems to me, haver
the effect of bringing in Chi-
nese forces at some point.







