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TIME! PROVOKES AN INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT

In an article April 1k, 1961, TIME mag~
azine recommended; smong other things,
that the U.S. lend Bolivis money for
equipment and prosgpecting for its tin
mines on condition that the government

should be repudiated by the U.3. go-
vernment in the spirit of the Alllance
For Progress. "The cage is that this
nagazine does not have any right to in-
jure another country, te disturb inter-

fire "5,000 featherbed-
ding miners" and make
plans to find other jobs
for them.

The article was apparent-
ly so offensive to Boli-
viang that the American
Enbacgsy a Tew days later
isgued a stastement that
TIME did not represent
the views of the U.S8. go-
verpment and that, under
civil liberties in the

No Latin -American nation has received
more 1.5, aid than Bolivia, and few have
less to show for it. Since 1952, the U5,
has pumped $169.600.000 into Bolivia.
either in technical assistance or outright
grants. Yet Bolivia's economy is still near
bankruptcy. and its 3.300.00c ill-housed.
ill-fed people are never far from revolt,
The 1.5, is now taking a new Jook at its
aid program in hopes of finding a way te
straighten out this discouraping situation.

--TIME 4/1k/61

national relations amd
the harmony of all the
countries of the comti-
nent."

These remaiks may seem
unreasonable to readers
of TIME; yet they reveal
the sense of helpless
frustration which people
in many small countries
probably feel in their
relations with the Uni-
ted States. A donor

United States, a private .
publication could say what it liked
about another American state.

In an angry cament on this interchange
(reprinted in the pamphlet "'La Ayuda
americanst-{na Esperanza frustrada", La
Paz, 1962), & Bolivian miners' lesder
Mario Torres Calleja attacked TIME on
several grounds:

(1) The $169 million "ald" was
largely in surplus articles whose
export was necessary for the U.S.
econcmy but did not help build the
Bolivian econamy. "Instead of coamn-
ing in machines and tools the Ameri-
can 'eid' came in food shortening,
wheet or cotton...”

(2} The "featherbedding" workers
"contrivuted to the production of
strategic minerals at a low price
and with selaries of hunger in the
two world wars..."

(3) The article did not mention
the contrel which the big powers ex-
ercise over world mineral markets.

{4} TIME represenied the views
of wealthy U.S. leaders sand it

country can decide as it
vleases when to give aid and what to
give. And by dumping tin from its
strategic stockpile on the world mar-
ket., & large country can lower the
worlid price of tin--an advantage to its
own industrial consumers but a disaster
for a small producing country where
wages are already low. This was point-
ed out by Drew Pearson in an article in
the San Francisco Chronicle last spring:

"...the United States has pro-
posed selling 28,000 tons of surplus
tin this year. The calculated world
shortage is about 14,000 tons, so
that the sale of 28,000 tons--double
the shortage--is bound to depress
prices. If, on the other hand, the
United States sold only 14,000 tons
from its stockpile--just encugh to
meet the world shortage--prices
would stabilize at around $1.80 per
pound. . . :

"Since 1952 the United States has
given $500 miilion to Bolivia in
foreign aid. Part of this would not
have been necessary hal we stabil-
ized the price of tin at a reason-
able level.”



INDONESIA: THE GREAT UPHEAVAL

Indeonesia has called off its confron-
tation with Melaysis and is now taking
a position more favorable to the West,
following the upheaval last year in
which hundreds of thousands of "Com-
munists" and "Communist supporters"
were kilied. The results of the up-
heaval have been noted with satisfac-
tion in the United States, bhut there
has been little serious atiempt to
understand its causes.

An analyst wrote in the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor Aug. 19 simply that Indo-
nesia was now approaching a "rational
attitude to the world around it" after
having suffered from an “acute form of
nationalist madness®. Statements such
as this tend to cbscure the underlying
political and social conditloms, of
which the following were probably of
importance:

(1) The upheaval was not 50 much
a revulsion against Communism as a
system, as an expression of dislike
for governmental programs that were
~moving too fast in times of hard-
ship. Compared with China or North
Vietnam, Indonesia was not at a very
advanced stage of development toward
socialism,

(2) The upheaval involved a
large popular uprising, but it was
instigated and probably in large
rart directed by a huge army purge
of Communist governmenmtal officials
in Jeve and Bali. - Cften the mili-
tary would execute officials, then
leave the victims to be beheaded or
disembowelled by the people.

(3} The upheaval unleashed not
only hostility toward Communist of-
Ticials, but also other local ‘ani-
mogities: personal vendettas, hat-
red of successful Chinese merchants,
and probably traditional rivalries
between villages. Far from being an
expression of "rationality"”, many
killings mey have been accomplished.
in the state of "running amok" (vio-
lent temporary.insanity) which 1s
cammon in the area. (See Seymour

Topping's article in the N.Y. Times
8/24/66, and an article by Adelbert
Weinstein reprinted in Atlas maga-
zine April 1966.) .

U.S5. ROLE?
The Administration hag not commented
publicly, but there is reason to sup-
pose 1t had an important role in the
upheaval. According to James Reston
(¥.Y. Times 6/19/66);

"There was s great deal more contact
between the anti-Communist forces in
that country and at least one very
high offieial in Washington before
and during the Indonesian massacre
than is generally realized. General
Subarto's forces, at times severely
short of food and munitions, have
been getting aid from here through
various third countries, and it is
doubtful if the coup would ever have
been atiempted without the American
show of strength in Vietnam or been
sustained without the c¢landestine
ald 1t has received indirectly from
here.”

'N.Y. TIMES COMMENT 11/29/66 ON PRESI-
DENT JOHRSOR'S SUDDEN DECISION TO SUS-
PEND GRAIN SHIPMENTS TO INDIA IN THE
FACE OF AN IMPENDING DROUGHT:

»The White House statement that
the new d_roug,ht required a new survey
is unconvincing. It does not explain
why shipments are being held up while
the study 1s made....This situation
leads Indians to suspect that the
hold-up may be partially due to Preai-
dent Johnson's digpleasure with Prime
Minister Gandhi's recent call for a
halt in the bombing of North Vietnam..

“President Johnson undoubtedly is
hampered by the faet that most Ameri-
can food surpluses are exhausted and
normal regerveg of wheat and other
foods are being run down. But the Ad-
miniptration’s failure to increase
crop acreage soon enough is not suffi-
clent excuse for the tough tactics now
being fellowed In the Indlan crisis.”




VIETNAM: "FREEDOM® ¥ *LIBERATION?

In an article by & corregpondent of the
Collegiate Press Service which appeared
in the Stanford Daily Nov. 22, a Viet-
namese intellectual is quoted to the
effect that the North Vietnamege go-
vermment offers the Yietnamese people
"]iberation® while the South Vietnam-
ege government offers freedom”. AS &
broad attempt to charascterize the pres-
ent war, this statemeni conflicts with
meny other reports from Vietnam.

The idea that the South Vietnamese go-
vermment is "offering” freedom, or per-
sonal liberties, does not correspond
very closely to the way the govermment
is actually being run. The South Viet-
namese press was heavily censored be-
fore the September election (N.X. Times
9/10/66). When a recent lssue of News-
week carried an article on & "yarlord"
gouth Vietnsmese general, the govern-
ment itself bought all 4,000 coples
that were intended for distribution in
South Vietnam (S.F. Exeminer 11/27/66).
When dissident Buddhists rose in revolt
last May, the Ky government put them
down by force. Lasi summer the Unified
Buddhist Church appealed for foreign
intervention to save the people of
Vietnam from "religious persecution” by
the Ky government (N.Y. Times 8/1/66).

Judging from an article by Nell Sheehan
in the N.Y. Times Sunday Magazine
10/9/66, if members of the South Viet-
namese government want "freedom”, what
this means in practlce 18 the freedom
0 continue to enjoy their dominant
position in society. Traditionally
members of the government come from the
class of mandarins~-merchants and land
. owners--~who administered the country
pefore French rule, who allied them-
selves with the French and with the
Japanese during Japanese occupation,
and who now stand to galn the most by
ellying themselves with the Americans.

To sum up the war in Vietnam a8 &
gtruggle between #]1iberation” and
"preedan” is to lgnore MBDY other im-
portant issues. geveral of these were

digcussed by the French journalist Max
Clos in an attempt to explain the broad
appeal of Buddhism in South Vietnem
(N.Y. Times Sunday Magazine 8/21/66):

SOCTIAL JUSTICE. “Buddhism at-
tracts millions of Vietnamese who are
suffering from the war. 1t begulles
the village artisans who subsist with
difficulty while the important busi-
negses in the American orbit become
enriched by the flood of dollars. It
ccmforts the common peasants who have
heen ruined by aerial bambardments. . "

PRACE., "The Vietnamese, exhaust-
ed by & war that has lasted 20 years,
want only one thing: peace--and, for
many, peace at any price. Vietnam
holds the world record for degertions
during wartime... "

HESPECT FOR TRADITIONAL VIETRAM-
ESE VALUES. "The Vietnamese wateh
with horror as all the principles on
which their society is constructed
crumble away. Previously, the social
scale ranked the well-educated at the
top, then the artisans, and finally
the laborers. Today, the prostitutes
are at the top, then the black mar-
keteers, then those in transyortation
(because of the scarclly of taxis and
trucks), and finally the generals. st

. If "freedom" represents neither the ex-

ample set by the Ky government nor the
dominant aspirations of people now un-
der the control of Saigon, "} iberation”
does hot represent the full program of
North Vietnam or of the Rationgl Lib=
eration Front. The N.L.F. stands for
unification with the Forth: many faml-~
1ies were seperated by the partition of
1954, which was supposed to have been
removed after the elections of 1956
which were never neld. The N.L.F. bas
redistributed land amd instituted pop-
uler education in areas under its con-
trol: both these measures have been
well received by peasants, to Judge fros
interviews with defectors (N.Y. Times
Sundsy Magazine T/31/66).



EDITORS Meeting to plan for next

quarter: WEDNESDAY, DEC, 7
at 5:00 p.m., Internation-

| N N EE D ! 8l Center, Stanford.

At our editorial meeting last Monday we discovered
that it takes a great deal of work to put out &
Journal. It takes time to keep up with the news-
papers, to write articles, type copy, get it to the
Printer, and hand out the final product on campus.

This is our second izgue and the last for this
quarter. RNext quarter we would like to put out
INTERNATTORAL AFFAIRS on a regular weekly basig--
but we need pecple who will write articles, pecple
who can type, people who will help us raise funds.

If you would like to help put out IRTERKATTIONAL
AFFATRS, plesse come to our organizational meeting Wed-
nesday, Dec. 7 at 5:00 p.m. in the International
Center {=mall lounge).
For further information please contact:
Marilyn Dilworth (Roble; 326-2520 ext, 312)
Elizabeth Helfrick (Flo Mo; 326-1520 ext. 182)
Eric Prokosch (Bax 5081, Stanford; 325-9514)
BEditors and Publishers: Marilyn Dilworth, Dick
Baxtresser, Karen Loomis, Caroline Ivergon, Eliz=
abeth Helfrick, Eric Prokosch, Richard Sack

Faculty Sponsors: HRobert Finn, Jay Heugeboren
Charles Stein

Owr last issue cost $45.40 to print; thus far we have ralged
only $22.00. Contributions will be gratefully received;
checks may be made payable to Erlc Prokosch and sent to Eric
Prokosch, Box 5081, Stanford, Calif. 94305.



