STUDENTS SIT IN AT ATOMIC ENERGY LABORATORIES IN PROTEST AGAINST
CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WARFARE RESEARCH, COUNTERINSURGENCY RE-
SEARCH, AND CLASSIFIED DEFENSE CONTRACTS-~

At a mass meeting attended by more than a thousand Stanford stud-
entg, faculty, and members of the community last night, the vote was
overwhelmingly taken to occupy the Atomic Energy Laboratories till such
time as the Board of Trustees calls a halt to chemical and biolggical
warfare research and counter-insurgency research at the AEL and at
Stanford Research Institute.

The move came after the Board of Trugstees 1) refused to cancel
the counterinsurgency research, which is used to combat wars of 1ib-
eratlon in Southeast Asia, especially in Thailand and Lacs, as well as in
Vietnam. 2) Refused to allow an open meeting to decide the igssue
i1n publie. '

At this moment, there are hundreds of people occupying the building,
and all work has been stopped.

The work at SRI and AEL involved the development of nerve gases,
antl-crop and dedfoliant sprays, a sometimes lethal form of tear gas
known as C3, whlch has been used In Vietnam, and certain forms of nap-
alm research. On the Board of Directors of SRI are men associated
Wwith such defense industrles as General Dynamics Corp., Northrup Corp.,
Douglas Aircraft Corp., and the Food, Machlnery and Chemical Corp.

In the fleld of counter-insurgency, SRI has done studies for the United
States government on the methods of dealing with guerilla war-
fare, advisory studies on the political situation in Vietnam, Thailland,
Laos, and other Southeasi Aslan countries, has done studles for the
Army Electronic MRaterial Agency "directed towards the improvement of
tropical millitary communlcations,”" "alrborne position locatilion devel-
opment, reconnaisance techniques,' the vulnerability of helicopters
to ground fire," and, in one of it's major projects, SRI has been de-
signing electronic equlpment for intrusion détection in Vietnam,

In 1962, SRI began research on Project Agile, under contract from
the Pentagon. Initlally, Project Aglle was concerned mainly with the
testing and development of weapons for Vietnam--but with the increaxe
in guerilla warfare in Thalland, the program began to build counter-
ingurgency capabilities for the Thal oligarchy.

There are many other contracts from the defense department,
too many to go into here, and many more we do not even know the nature of.

We do know, however, that SRI and it's related projects on campus
and off campus must be stopped. At the Atomic Energy lLab alone,
$2,000,000 In defense contract research goes on. The sit-in has put a
stop to that for now.
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TICIPATION IS NEEDED, THE SCENE HERE IS ONE OF PEACE, BUT ALSC ONE OF
MILITANCY--ONE OF DETERMINATION THAT THE RESEARCH WHICH SERVES TO KILL
AND SUPPRESS THE UPRISING PECPLES OF SOUTHESST ASIA MUST BE STOPPED,
IT*'S OUR JOB TO MAKE IT STOP...AND YOURS.
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