Lasi Friday, the sludent body
gathered in Frost Ampitheater to
-discuss and vote on the pressing
issues ‘of University research.

When the votes were counted at
“knowing about:the sif-in.

10 p.m. that night, it was clear
that  the students had endorsed
the goals and taclics of the Apedl
Srd Movemoenty oY
overwhehning margin,

The resuits of that hailoBng
had immensa significance for this

University, if not for the nation.
‘Research io kil was condemned

i

here and at SRI And a clear:
majority of the students who
voted—1655—said they would'.

sitin if the Trustess did not'.
acceed to the wishes of the .
cammunity in the SRI

coniroversy.
Civen the urgent importance of

thiese votes, it seems only ;;t)'ﬂblb]e:
- that the results shouid have been

communicated to the University
community- and the mass media
with no delay.
' But that didn't happen Excepl
for a special edition of the Daily
with skimpy disizibution, no
mention of the voliny appeared in
- any newspaper of radio news uniil
18 hours after the results werte

“aznnounced aé the ASSU offices.’

There is & fascinating story
behind that 18-hour supression of

ilfe vote resulfs, It should raise .

‘gome serious doubls about free
press and publication al Stanford.
It is a case study in domesiic
counierinsurgency.

Worked Furiousiy

Throughout the sit-in, the

Stanford WNews Service worked
furiougly to ‘put out a large
aumber of news reieases, Robert
Beyers and bhis stafi of 20 worked
- long hours of overtime in writing,
printing and mailing releases and

: _anbwermg quenes On some days:

<the staff worked all night unsil 5

am.,. znd Beyers himself worked
nen-stop In short, Beyers tried to

_provide the news media with

everything he Judged worth

Beyers. office _tobk. on _an
additional role” during the sit-in:
an internal information source for

fgculty and admial tgtration.

S?‘_‘l(’f“ax delivery leiters to all
facuity went out with statemnents,
meémos and news releases. Faculw
were deluged with Beyerb
summaries of sjt-in. Dews.

It seemed thal Beyers and Em,'
asscciastes had assumed
responsibility not’ anly | for

external press coverage, but also
$or telling the faculty everythmg ’

they needed to know,
Poticy Change?
Bui on Friday nlght “while the
stunning voles were heing

- tabulated by the ASSU Beyers
seems ' to have made- a sudden.
change in policy. Onthat nighs,
‘he closed his office sably and sent

his staft home. Beyers himself wis
at The Daily office around 9 p.m.,
but fafied to.inguire what t:me
the votd ecounting would -be
completed (it ‘was finished ai 10).
{nstead, he weni-home. Beyers has
told us that he decided “not to
pover” it that night..
that ¥ would catch it the next day
in the moraing.” Doubtlessty,
Beyers' journalistic zeal was
ds.mpened because he atd his stall
were “just physically exhausted.”
Beyers went home. He admiis

that he knew that his ingction -

made. it probable that none of the
Saiurday morning papers, éXeept
for . the Daeily's Hmited edition,
would ecarry the voting resulis.
And none of them did. ;
Herzenberg Phones

| Come Saturday, it seems that

g

" students voled,

I decided

:-.:_Exec u t Ne

Beyus let the mornmg pass
without. fmdmg out how the’
But at noon, he
received a phione call from Dh.
Leonard Heizenberg, associdte

professor of geneties. Why, asked p
“he was thinking of Sunde;
- s Beyers conimented Tatep

De. Herzenberg,had the: faculty
received thiek ;}aciiets* ﬁf NEWS
seleases that morning but 1o word
of the student voles? Bevers said
he had pui out no reieas&k, on-the -
palloting ang said” he  Wdd -ne
immediate pians to do so. 0

‘Dr. Herzenberg pointed out
tltht - Beyers ‘had previously gone
to:the trouble of sending: dpecial.
delibery letters to afl faculty with .
news of much less lmportanCe Dr. -
Herzenherg “added that “faculty .
were making up their minds about >

* ericial issues over the weekend,

and should have 2 chance to tearn -
the ‘voiing results. Beyers

-suggested thai a nots
Wednesday's Campus Repmt .1'
- sgould be. enbugh. Dr. Herzenbery
yuestioned Bevers’ {airngss, -"I'he

conversation ended.

AL T c'ei'o'ck;
the phone to the: aily toget the
vote resulis from Mr. Tom
Dawscn. But Beyers took no
hasty. sction.Instead bie spent the .
balance " Cif Athe afternoon
“checking out,” as he put it, the
story For examp!e :

"< Cails Hayes

e

Beyers ca‘i,{ed wpp Denis Hayes
and asked ‘him’ what he kpew”
about tumtors that a mob of
¥adicals had roughed up some
student police ouiside Frost
‘Ampitheater and-stolen a:stack of
blank ballats. Hayes was' skepncal
% Ahout an hour later,” says
Haves, ‘‘he called back and
indicated he had talked to a

"couple of people w‘no had " seen
- some baliots takén.!

Wiigrettpon,
aecording to Beyers, “Hayes told.
me he was ‘terribly depressed’ .
about the incident outside the-
ampitheater.” Bevers wrote down
these newly found facts for future

ise,
- Meneawhile, the' aftemoon had?

glipped by and - the Palo Alto:
- fimes had appeared, without any .
! report, of .the voiing. -By late
.afternoon, -students at the Apnl

3rd Movement . began ig. suspeet”™

that the Sianford News Service
Rag' somehow failed us. We called

up’ The Daily and persuaded.,
Bditos Marshali

NeWspapers- unmwwtely _

cwember of
Anoyement, uid. i vegaiar Ak

MECh'ae'lf:l:'sw_éeizﬂﬁ”éﬁf'

riz to telephone_the resuits

Schwa
h

t out a r:eiease Beyers said
‘night.
e 1+
e, the time factor did not seetn
“that argent.’’ Whereupon

Behwartz told. Beyers that e was

~the

going to give th

Thus; at 5930 p.@
he fitst news. Ieak 4 to
m.ltmde press. - .

" Beywers made a @
reassessment of his news policy. .

“He called the Assogiated Press just

“minutes ahead
Beyera., providentl; _
a story aboul?the: voiing results,”

with & few carefﬁily composed”

:'paragraphs to enhance obledtivity

“When' a group of abtiout 50
.students ‘from the sii-in.-came
toward: the ampltheamr,_ they
took somme ballots away .from a

'.'.'_-bt.udent checking ' ‘identification
. ‘there, according to iwo: student
. witnesses. T.ess than 100 ba]lots

were'believed Involved, .
*“Hayes, who had suggested
that the ballots be'given only to

students showing _identification,

- aaid - he was “terribly depressed’
_'about the mcider;t outs:de the
“ampitheaier.”

. The Asaocéat.ed Prem dld not
ghare Beyer's mdgment that these
two paragraphs wefe newsworthy :

They did not appear in the AP

. dispatch.

- Bevers' release to AP had
another quirk which .. we: found
interesting. He fold AP, “the
tesulis were disclosed Saf;urday

" Actually they were announced

Friday. Wheén we questioned
Bevers .on this point, he replied,
“If Fhiad said that the results were
disclosed Friday, everybody
would have said the hell with 1t,
‘since It was eld news,”

We suggested to Beyers-that hls

* “dedication to-the Umverszty, ag hé

‘conceives it, ‘may be messing up
hrs waork, He teplied:

“1 consider my position that of
‘ a general assxgnment Teporter in

_lookmg at activities that go onin

“the University, [ think that my
. job is best petrformed by trying to
_act on that belief, and view thing:
in that. perspective, rather than in
“the conventional public refation:
. perspective that you are }usi

" backing one side or the other.”

{Michael Sweeney is & Seniot, a
the Aprii 3rd
At




