On Apei 15 st the Frost
. Amphitheates, Gil Diaz asked
ke warlous and  assoried
likeration fronks a question, in
iheir great zeal to liberate people,
why don't you first ask them

libevated?”

Those of you who were there
heard my angry response to the
question and remember my
closing remark in calling it e
stupid guestion. Jt is naturally a
stupid gaestion from my point of

my couniry, which is

World, Given this veality, the
question of liberation. becomes
synonymous ‘with life and to ask
us whether we wani lberty is
asking us if we want to live, .
This is atl very clear and ingieal

! to me, but I have come to
! appreciate the problem of
! Awmerican students irying (o

v

materialize in their mind a pitoure
totally foveign to their experience.
They are constantly coafron tad

with pictures of Viet Nam and.

Santo Domingo and other places
fwhere the revolution has already

Yerupfed and the U.8. is actively -
sengaged in. putting it down. At

Sthis stage of the game with the
sdeluge of U.8  government
A propaganda drawing a picture of
san inhuman sad savage
% communist terrorist gang for the
iliberation movement,;
isuprising to se¢

fconfused with the freedom of

ichoice between communism and
epuanter-

jeapitalism, and
i insurgency is confused with some

Etotally unrelated problem such as

. ithe defense of demoeracy or

rmaintaining the security of the .

§U.S. _
% Nevertheless, if- ‘the same
#person were io study any eountry
4in- the Third World that is stiil

“dormant and its issues not yet
sclouded with propaganda, would

whether they want to. " be

view as 1 have fived the reality of

representative of that in the Third |

it is not -
: the resuiting.
4ponfusion, where liberation i

ravolution.

“where

o have

ot ! ot e

reslize immediately that fax-from
communisi  subversion or any
other awful, sinister thing, the
revolution s the oniy logical

conclusion to the gresent oxder 0 |
“things In tha Thixd World. .

‘A bstractions

" One reason ] bate to use words .
such _
.exploitation, counterinsurgency,
ete.
abstractions almost. immediately

ag the .Third Worid,
35 because. they become

after they are first used .and are
sotally useless in conveying & clear
and vivid - picture of the. reality
they are to represent. %

What is it that we mean when
we say the Third World? These are

_countries i this “world where
live. - These are also .

peogple
countries that are rich in resources
but poer in what they own,
upderpopulated.
with the .industriatized ¢ountries

but without enough food to feed

their population; ihese age alsc
cpuntries wheve the Yaw materiais
are collected but nowe of the final
producis are enjoved. - .

. This is-what the Third World is,

- a paradox of countries and-people

that are rich in what they have,
yet poor it what they own, strong
in their ‘potential,” yet weak in

their present reality, defeated and |
subjugated, yet .resisiing and

optimistic of a brighter future, . -
This -hrings us directly fo

another ferm that has also ended:.
vealm of abstractions, :
tn  the .

in the
; ; Revolution
Thitd World is the condition
after

pought, sold, or

naturzl  conclusion of political

struggle in the Third World.

- It takes ‘years: of petitioning,

force
““revolution,

- doed the U.8, fit dn _
.conld write about impérialism and
. exploitation; dat T arg confrofited
‘with those- samie evil forces thal
“'were. responsible for emptyingall-
rords - of - their.
meéaning and ghavink them in the.
distionary of absiract nobiots:,
‘Hence, let us once moxe falt back:

“terminology. ‘ i ]
. The question that should pop
‘up  immediately is: how "is- i
‘ possible for these governments to
contain and repress gach ‘2 vast
“mpgjority of the population? This =
"1 a yalid question, espécially i we
. realize iHat these governments are
‘i fact. weak governments with

in - comparison’ *

long vyears of
.pon-violent struggle fo solve ihe
sparadox ~ just described, ' people
: - been forced to the use of -
violénce - as the’ only alternative
. joft to effect meaningful change.’
Revalutions ~do not. happen-
_overnight mor are they imported,”
_ exported,
. instigated. Revolutions are the

demomtmting‘,' getting.i-ki_tied and
jaited and torinred befors the

people finaliy decide that the only,

way out is {0 confront force witl

T U.8s Rote = :
The. gquestion mow:is, whers

those other ~wo

on the use.of more idescriptive

ratiier flimsy institutions. snd &
corrupt apparatus, They: fuliy

represent i this manner -the
backward reality of the countries
they rufe. - i T

“in this context these

governments could not ‘possibily
survive for very long in the Face of
a rebeltious population were it not,
for as strong an afly af the U811
would be ratheir absurd to. think

that Papa “Doc” Dovalier couid -

gurvive in Haiti were it pot for the

help of the U.8. The same is true
in dozens of countries in Asa, - _

" places such as SRE, Rand and.i
CIA do, T

Africa and Latin America.

Were we to ask why does the

118, assume thig role of

_supportirg these bulies and -_thugs-"

in the Third World, } would say

because enough people who effeet .

policy in the. U.8. find it’in their
interest to do so. I is beyond
question that the U.8. is actively
supporting and helping perpetuate
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and coppression. with.
' ., many : ;
" sitiuations. It-can take the form o

all of this? I

-people in religious wars a:.g?_ini_

as wall as through none other than
that other member  of 7
vaternity .of sbstracted words:
counter-insurgencyy ey
Counter-insurgency can take &
forms - as Ghere an

training Cubans fot. the Bay o
Pigs  tavasiop, roundisg up O

- mercenaries to fight -against th
- yepublicans in Yemgn, transferrin
‘thousands ‘of pedsants’

; - in- - Vie
Nam - fromi their: villages &
controlled hamtets as well ‘&
careful sociological *staties i’
country tc be used in fomentin
religiots differendes to shatter th
natiopal unity: and engaging ‘th

each - other - keep then. @ ‘frol
consoliddting " against .18
government. or “thre, U8, inteéres

in that country. LA R

~In gll these cases the thing
common is that a high degreé:
expertise ‘and science are’ us
against ipeople who h#
absotutely mo means of protecti

‘themselves,’ We have to reali

that for every clever land refor
drawn up at SRI for use
counter-insurgency, it takes yei
for the peasanis to realize that
was . actuslly a -phony. - refol
designed to-contaiy their rebeili
and defuse:the gitiation for-the

‘many yeats. The same is true:

every s¢heme of - infiltratl
unions, deawing up of pho

. constitutions, initiating superfic
“reforms and all the ‘rest of 1

clever things that ‘the scientists

1t is such that the Third Wo
is. pillaged, maniputated ¢
repressed; and this 'is. ¥
everyone in the world is cal
upon to rise up in outrage to
defense of “the wretched of
earth”—the people-of the T

CWorld. .
these repressive governments in o :
. the Third World. This is done
through financial and 'military aid

(Lincoln Matik is from Iraq :
a grad. in>Civil E_'j;gin'eg_rhigfl




