Stanford unit to sever university tie, drop CBW research after
student demonstrations; urban, social problemns gain emphasis

By Richard G. O’Lone

Menlo Park, Calif.~Stanford Rescarch Institete is moving infto g new ere marked
by independent status and a fresh direction to its work. but no asstsanee that it has
seen the last of the disturbances that were responsible-—at least in pitl—tar the

chanpes,

With the summer vacation promising a respite from the pressures and disorders
of the past half-year, leaders of SR1 and ity selative—Siantord Univessily— can
contemplate these changes that have followed the wave of anti-military fecling
gripping campuses here and throughout the country {awast lune 16, p. 49y

® Decisian by the Stanford University
trustees to sever the legal ties between
the University and SR,

8 Announcement by SRI that it will
drop research projects Jeading to devel-
opment of chemical and biological war-
fare weapons.

«New emphasis on research projects
dealing with social and urban problems.

SR1 president Charles A. Anderson
muinizins that this last is not a result
of the student protests; rather, the dis-
orders have tended 1o slow the imple-
mentation of a decision made & year ago
to begin focusing . more attention on
arcas of social and urhan concern, He
also emphasized that SRE was not getting
out of the military research business,

and that the institute’s “desire and will- -

ingness to engage in research for na-
tional security™ has not changed.

“Fhe activities of the radicat students
have not changed the course and direc-
tion of rescarch at SRE™ Anderson toid

-enlire
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"The course and direction are in fact
chinging. but oaly n respanse to the
normat, orderly chanpges that take place
N ouny organization,”

The new emphasis, Anderson said,
reflects interests of the SR staff, and
results (rom “the realization that some-
time in the future, natiena prioritics
would swing 10 dealing with other kinds
of problems, and we wanted to have our
organization in position to usefully deu
with these problems,”

Abundonment of CBW research could
be scored as a victory for the dissidents,
bul the other major change—the separ
ation of SRI from the university—oddly
enough infuriated them and apparently
led 10 one of the major incidents of the
affair--an attack on an SRI
building on May 16.

The radical group, first under the
banner of Students for a Democratic

Labor Dept. Issues Noise Standards

New nofse exposure limits set by the Dept. of Laber are causing little more
than paperwork problems for most agrospace companies, which have had
"employe hearing conservation programs in effect for several years.

Many of these programs, designed to meet earlier union, state or federal
regulations have stricter limits than the new Labor Dept. standards. The other
aerospace companies are re-surveying plant working areas and say they expect
no difficulty meeting the new noise standards either through acoustical
engineering or by providing individual workers with protective devices.

The main problem for some companies will be record keeping—-both of
acoustical surveys and of individual worker audiograms, which will be i ude
available on request by the government or workers.,

The new Labor Dept. noise standarde, which took eftect May 20 under the
Walsh-Healey Public Contracts Act, are intended to set a minimum, uniform
standard for all companies holding government contracts above $10,000.

A government contractor failing to meet the new noise standards in "’a rea-
sonable length of time" after notification can be barred from receiving govern-
ment contracts for thiee years, The standards require a company to provide
“protection against the effects of noise exposure”” when the sound leveis—
measured on the A scale of a standard sound level meter at slow response
—exceed fevels ranging from 90 dba. for 8 hr. daily 1 115 dba. for 15 min.
daily, or 140 dba. maximum permissible exposure to impulsive or impact noise.

Most aerospace manufacturing operalions, company safety cnginecers said,
run under 90 dba. except for riveting and drop hammer operations, where

. workers are given hearing protective devices.
Instrument makers are already on the market with new sound level meters

dosigned to measure sounds in ranges coveredd by the new provisions.
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Socicty and tater the April 3rd Coalr
lion, initkifly hund sousht this separation,
But, the most revent position later called
tor firmer contiol ot SR rescarch by
the university.

The announcemient May {3 by the
university trustees that the school apd
SRI would be separited led the dissident
Eroup to Larnch the Moy 160 attack on
the Hanover Buildmg, where SRI con-
dacts some counieransirreney ressarch
=—one of The militants” tvanite targen,
In what Anderson Libeled o “vengelul
tntrang,” the groap brohe windows and
set dires, causing danee estimated at
more than $HAO00 hetore they wene

Cdispersed by pofice,

Long-Term View

While this represented the peak ol
militanl activity, Anderson feels that
SRI'S troubles are nit over, “We have
not reluxed.” he told the Commonweallh
Club of Culilornia recently. *This is 3
fong-term problem that we fage The
radical groups huve convinced me tha

Cthey will persist perhaps tor severa)

years (o disrupt our work and desiroy
our instititions.”

Abandonment of CBW research came
about in a My 2 statemoent by the exec-
wive committee of SRS hoant of di-
rectors, which pointed out that the uni-
versity-SRI relationship and the type of
rescirch conduected at SR “have heen
the subjecis of review, conument. and
controversy.”

The statement continued: “The issiey
are varied and complés. and the con-
tinued vighility of the insinate as an on-
going research organization and the in-
teprity of ity statl ure an stake, L

The committee  pointed owr  tha
SRPs most recent plan calls for o
creased emplunis on rosearch for indus
lry and “development ol programs de-
signed to assist in (he solution of nyajor
sociaf problems. ., .

Research Policy

“At the same time. research o sp
port of other government pm;.-'rums.
including those in national secrity. wall
continue, with a4 muodification which
now is consdered appropriste . . . the
nstitmte. wHl not engage in reseaich
projects dealing directly with 1he de
velupment of weapons of chemical ol
biolopival wartare.”

‘This palicy was adopted  after an’
carlier moratorinn: on new CHW waork
was dechared at the bebied of the uni
versity 1ristees, pendimg o linad decisuon
o the SREuniversity relanonship. Sl
carhier, @ request for sieh o MO HO L
by the pmesident of the Stantond stden:
Birdy bad been turned down

I an “open lesen 1 workmng people
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i +,
ab SRI he SIS sand the workers were
not oware ol the patnre of some ol the
miiary pesearch bemp condoeted  af
SR and sugeested they fook Turther
st sich preps s these:

“onivacts Tor the
Cacps sawh as Cthe dissemination of
cheniead solid  awmd figuid  nerials
(425 miltiony amd Cinvestigation of in-
capucitaling chemiead materials’ (514
williony, This resenrch Bas contributed
to defoliation and crop desiroction i
Victram as weltl as to oL tear pas, which
hus been ased (o *Mush out” Vet families
from shelters dug beneath their homes.
In u close space. the gas can kill"”

Al the time that CBW work was aban-
dored,  Anmderson suid, SR had twa
contracts that coufd be considered in the
CBW field. Neither was classified, he
sid, andd they  represented less than
BOSTE of SRS tolal volume.

That volume way $64 miflion Last
year, of which abont $45 million was
supported by the government and about
£32 miltion by the Defense Nept, Aboul
1H% ol SRS projects were classified.
Soch projects as Ubhallistic misside de-
fense anfysis,” and “analysis of coun-
terinsurgency in sottheast Asia™ are the
type that draw the fire of the campus
mititants, who are crusading against
military resesrch by aniversitios,

SRI oflicials point out that the insti-
tde’s elfors also have ineluded a stwdy
of land reform in Vietnany, and a i
of SRI projects --which total abouat 775
M present --ncludes such  ftems  as
“nrhan  passenger  transportation  sys-
tems” and “technical-economic aspects
of ocean resources,”

3,000 Employes

The énstiluic employs nearly 3,000
persons- -half of them members of the
professional and scientific  staff—here
and ot five other US. locations, plus
regiontal offices in Hangkok, Svdney,
Zurich, Stockhoelm and Tokye.

SRE was lounded 'in 1940 w8 2 non-
profit, tax-cxempt-scientific research or-
panizationt. Since the early years, it has
been financially independent o Stan-
ford University, Anderson has deseribed
its rekationshkip to the oniversity as that
of “a co-cqual, sister erganization un-
der a common board of trustees.™

While these trastees have made what
Anderson considers a firm, rreversible
decision to sever this relationship, the
orechanism and  timetable for accom-
plishing the legal separation his not yet
been determined.

Anderson expressed his feelings about
the separation like this:

"The forthcoming separation is in the
best interests ol the university amd SR1.
Both now realize that their activilies are
comsilerahly  different. The university
cannot be o highly rescarch-oriented
orgamzation amd do us job, nor can this

Armyv Chemical

organizabien engage in wducational pug-

son saig last week.

counterinsurgency progran.

contact with pofice at all times.

pemnt daily mestings were scheduled.

Firm Opposition Shown Dissidents

Wasi.ngton—-Firnm apposition to dissident student demands but a willingness to
discuss controversial questions in an atmosphere of calm is Stanford Research
Institute's answer to current campus turmoil, SRI President Charles A. Ander:

Anderson testified before the Senate Government Operations Investigations
Subcommitiee, which is currently conducting hearings on militant organiza.
tions and campus disorders. The hearings were called by the committee chair
man, Sen. tohn L. McCintlan {O.-Ark.). :

“Unfortunately, the truth is no deterrent to the hard-core revolutionaries
who are bent on destroying America‘s work in nationaf security research. . . ."
Anderson told the subconunittee. He offered the following examples;

B System for collecting, storing and retrieving village information, devised
for the Royali Government of Thailand, was characterized by radicals as a

8 Project for the Smaidl Business Administration, aimed at finding better
ways to guard against burglary, robbery and vandalism, was attacked as an
example of domestic counterinsurgency.

Anderson told the subcommittee that SRI has maintained the position that
"we will not tolerate disruption of our business activities and work for our
clients, and that we must ensure the integrity and security of classified and
proprietary information and equipment.” He said that he has kept in cicse

At the same time, SRI has furnished facilities, including coffee, for any
citizens who wish to discuss institute programs with staff members. At one

suits while performing its role of ap-
plicd rescarch,”

The legal refationship was a “cause
of embarrassmient™ to the university,
srd a source of probiems 10 SRE An-
derson fecls; but the separation will not,
however, “interfere with the productive
professivna]  refationship  between  the
two.” He pointed out that the severance
would have no effect, for example, on
Stanford faculty members who work
with SRI on special research projecis,

One alternative to scparation-—tighter
contro! of SRI research by the univer-
sity—drew stiff opposition from SRI
stalf.

“The staff at SRI, by an overwhelm-
ing majority, let it be known they would
guit rather than submit to control of
thewr work by some oulside morals coni-
mittee,” Anderson teld the Common-
wealth Club, “Strangely enough, the
morals committee idea seemed to have
some support amaong faculty members
until glhers began peinting out how
deadly such an idea could be 1o their
own academic frecdom.”

The issue of academic freedom also
has been raised by Prof. Willlam R.
Rambo, director of Stanford Etectron-
ics Laboratorics, following a nine-day
occupation of the school’s Applied Elec.
tronics Laboratory (AELY building dur-
ing the same wave of anti-military
disturbances. The school's systems tech-
migues laboratory, which is centered in
AEL, conducts considerable research for
the Defense Pupt., same of i classified.

The AEL accupation hrought abown
a4 vote by the Stanford Acadenic Senate
not to eagage in chassilied rescarch, and
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may spelf an end to the STI. program.
In a letrer to Anderson, Prof. Rambo
expresses some bitterness at these de-
velopments: )

“I have always regarded as singularty
altractive  features of this universty,
both its instinct to harbor divergent
views represeating the persuasians of
its individual members and groups. and
its ability to accommodate the conse-
quent interplay of contending thoughts,
.. he wrote,

“Unhappily, we scem now to be enter-
ing a period of ‘consensus’ in which the
university itseff is urged to adopt a
position on issue moral and political,
and those within who do not naturally
subscribe to the consensus view  must
conform or be quict, My alarm is height-
cncdd by the apparent ability of any
hyperactive group . . . to gain enormous
strength  from  the tacit  enlistment
through this process of the force of the
total university community.”

issues Continue

While these issues continue to simmer
at Stanford, the Massachusetts Institute
ol ‘Technalogy and other campuses, SRI
now can chart an entirely independent
course. While Anderson freely admits
that this course is changing, he has no
specific timetable for altering the bal-
ance of research projects,

“This organization must he respon-
sive 1o the needs of society,” he said.
“But we can't just decide to do research
i urban development, and then go
ahead and do it It must be supparted.
But we nrust be ready when the re-
sources are ready.”
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