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" the machinery and weapong of war seemed justified during World
L War II: wé were fighting Nazi faseiem then. When the "Cold . . =
War™.was at ity zenith, and during the Korean War, few opposed =
-t ‘military vesearch, as they operated under the assumption of mono= -
 lithie communist aggression. Fowm e T R B T g% - was

:'”In'récenf years, however, the Uszmili#dry:effoft"iﬁ Séaﬁheaét_f

' cards and refused\to fight a senseless and brutal war.

STANFORD and SRI: An Introduction -

Prior to the escalation in Viet Nam, it was uncommon fbr:pevplé

in the Stanford-Palo Alto area to question the university's role

in the servieing of the military establighment. Research into’

Asia Mas come to encdourdge eries of opposition, Television,

' films, and newspapers communicated to Ameriecans at home the . .
. atroveities of war: burnt Vietnamese ehildren, thousands of . =
i people killed and maimed, entire villages levelled«=a nation-
' packed by decades of brutal war and seemingly needless destrucé+ =

tion. - Indeed, we thought of the war as some kind of aberration,

'”Qquﬁerrifying_qh&-SQnseless mistake..

. But we could not justify our country's interference in Viet Fam -
- on the bastie of protection for the free world for democracy when. .
. the succession of South Vietnamese govermments supported by the
. US proved to be so elearly undemocratie. The drguments of . . -
v Mmonolithic communism® seemed inapplicable in this case of an .

R R S R

dindigenous nationalist movement. .

7o veice our opposition, we wrote our Congressmen, joined peace
“maréhes; eome demonstrated at the Oakland Induction Center, while

vigile and eympathy fasts were held. . Others turned in draft



For four years the anti-uwar
movement has protested US
involvement...the war contin-~
ueg, and our pleading has gone
unheeded. Instead, 1t often
seems that the institutionsg

of this eountry have turned
against us: At the Demoerat-
ie WNational Comvention last
year, the presidential plat-
form turned from "Stop the War”
to "Law and Order."” '

CQUNTERINSURGENCY and BCONOMICS

When it became clear that the
government was not prepared.
to withdraw from Viet Nam, uwe
began to look for rational
explanatione for US involve-
ment in the War. In doing so,
‘we examined US foveign policy
in cother areas: ue then die-
coverad the 1884 rightist coup
in Guatemala, supported by the
United States govermment. We
found the US supporting the
Braneco dictatorship in Brazil
in 1964, We found that the US
supported Suharto’s military
Junta in Indonesia, despite
the brutality and slaughter

under his regime. We saw the .

US intervene in the Dominican
Republic, apparently disregard-
ing the embarracsing experience
of the Bay of Pigse invasion.
Today, we wateh a continuing
effort to strangle the develop-
ment of Cuba on the grounds
that it is a Soviet sattelite,
although Cagtro turned to Mos-
cow only after it became clear
that the blockade would contin-

ue, and that the US would refuse'.

assigtance in any form.

We then began to envision
connections between counter-
insurgency operations, right-

ist coups, and US foreign invest-
ments and needs for foreign re-
sources. One example was clear:
If United Fruit Company has major
stockholdere and dirvectors in the

" US State Deparviment, then US gup-
port for an overthrow of a Guatemalan

government which instituted land
reform measures (including the ex-
propriation of land from United
Fruit)wag an obvious outgrowth. This
is in fact what oceurred, despite

the faet that the govermment was pop-
ularly constituted and land reform
was a necessary prerrquistte to econ-

. omie development.

As we came to recognize a pattern and
‘@ consistency inm US foreign policy,
‘the war in Viet Nam no longer appeared
‘as senceless as we had originally i-

magined it to have been, and the struggle
in Southeast Asia Ffell into the same

pattern: it was not so much communism

which the US govermment feared, but
rather any form of economic organiaa-
tion whieh ehould endanger American

L investment.We saw that American in-
“dustry had three principal needs: first,

sources of strategie raw materials which
could be obtained at a favorable price;
secondly, there wae a need for markets
for surplus goods; and thirdly, indus-
try needs outlets for surplus invest-
ment capital generated domesdtically.
Thie pamphlet haé been developed in
part to explain these three needs in a

‘eontext of the University and SRI, but

briefly these needs result in a foreign

policy which eeems to serve to protect

American interests-- often at the ez~

pense of the freedom and eceonomic well-

being of others.

| THE ABM and the US MILITARY ECONOMY

In the course of our investigations, we
have been obliged to question pur gov-
ernment's credibility in other areas

as well: the recent and heated debate
over the ABM (Sentinel Anti~Balliatie
Missle Syetem) is a case in point.

While scientiste Like H.Cory,UC Berkeley,
W. Panofsky, SLAC, J. Wiesner,MIT, have
testified against the system on HUMErous
grounds-- it is allegedly mechanically
non~functional, and will be obsolete by



the time 1t tg installed, ete.--
President Nixon hae nonetheless
taken to the bidding of what
the late Presgsident Fisenhower
eame to call the military-indus-
trial complex; he has done so,
too, even in the face of over-
whelmingly pressing domestic
needs.

As with the case of Viet Nam, it
ig difficult teo accept the ap-
parent irrationality of this
governmental decision. As with
Viet Nam, it seems imperative
that we seek out reasons under-
lying the ABM decision, as well
as Stanford and SRI's roles in
that deeision.

Before locking more specifically
into the ABM per se, it is im-
pertant to place 1t in a certain
political and economic context,
in whieh the ABM decision appears
somewhat more rational. It has

- been pointed out in this introduc-

tion and elsewhere that the idea
of monolithic communism, and the
aceompanying anti-communisl rhei-
oric, often gserve well to camo-
flage American interests in

what is recognised as the Third
World. The ABM--indeed the whole
arms race-- seem entirely jus-
tified in many minds by irration-
al fearg of Russian and Chinese
aggression. These irrational
fears, when played upon by the
government, legitimize the con-
tinuing defense of complex for-
eign involvements in what are
elearly crude ideological terms.

As the latest escalation of the
arms race, the ABM decision must
be set in a domestic economic
context. Even a cursory analysis
of the US economy indicates a
dependence on massive govern-
ment expenditures, in order to
maintain effective and adegquate
demand and growthrate. Concrete-
ly, this means that some 20% of
the workforce in 18685 was either
directly or indirectly involved

in defense-related employmeﬁt.

Looking back to World Wavr II, it

was only the mobilization of human,
productive and natural resources to
meet needs of the military that
pulled the economy out of ten years
of stagnation. Pogt-war recegsions
are minimized by a number of faetora:
a high level of demand for congumer
goode and investment outlet after
wartime rationing and invesiment
controls; large foreign expenditures
in the form of aid to Japan and Europe
for reconstruction--again, after '
World War Two-- .a war in Korea, and
extensive Cold War military spending.

Since economic health is measured in
part by the level of soending, almost
with no regard for the goode which

are bought, the defense and space come
plex presents an especially attracitive
area for investment., Weapons systems
generally become obsolete very rapidly,
as the ABM system indicatee, with

the incredible expaneion of scientific.
knowledge and expertise; eo the scope
of space technology can be continually
broadened: "Today Sputnik; tomorrow,
the universe..."

THE MID-PENINSULA and DEFENSE.

In the area surrounding Stanford, the
economie dependence on military spendir
ie even greater. Fully 60% of all man-
ufacturing wage and salary workers

in Santa Clara County are employed in
the aerospace industry-- 70,000 people.
A recent survey indicated that if
Santa Clara County were consgsidered

ae an independent nation, it would
rank 44th in the world in GNP, while
California would rank fifth. A large
eontributor to this wealth is, of
course, defense speding. In the last
two years there has been a 40% in-
crease in aerospace employment, in

-contrast to a 5% losg for the two pre-

vious years...before the escalatior in
Viet Nam. :



Another important characterictic

of the Mid-peninsula economy

ie 1ts emphasis on defense research
and development. Over 10% of all

of the Defense Depariments' (DOD)

R and D contracis are performed

in the area betwean Sam Francisco

and San Jose. The now~famous efforts’

of the Stanford Irustees and set-
entigts to establish a "community
of technical scholars™ helps ex-
plain the area's emphasis on the
"prains™ end of the defense-indus-
trial complex. A number of local
defenge-based fivrme, eapecially
many of the residents of the Stan-
ford Indigtrial Park, are "spin-
offs® from Stanford labs, a phen-
cmonon which has beewn repeated at
Harvard and elsewhere. Stanford
science graduate studenis are
another aource of highly-skilled

labor, and the Univerdity's seience

faculty constitutes a pool of
cgnsuZtants'for local industry.

More specifically, the Stanford
Fesearch Ingtitute is an IZmpor-
tant souree of research for loecal
e¢lectronics and cerospace firms.
Founded in 1946 to serve Pacific
Coast indugtry, SRI hasg grown

and moved into defense contracting
along with the others. Eweeutives
ef many local firms sit on the SRI
Bogrd, and the Stanford Trustees.
many -of whom are anchored in local
compgnies which make use of SRI,
both own SRI and appoint ite
direstors. =~ ¢ L . &

Tn 1868, &28.7 million, or 46.7%
ef SRI‘'s work was out of the DOD.
$¢.2:million ie seen as direcily
related to Southeast Adsia, and
§404,000 was dirvectly rvelated to
Chemical-Biological Wavfare (CBW}.
The extent of SPI's dependence

on military contracts makes 4t
imperative, we think, to ask
whether the Imstitute is atiempiing
to attain its stated objective:

®...te serve the public through
performance of resgearch to improve
the standard of living and the peace
and prosperity of mankind.”

From the preceding facts and perw
spective, gathered in the attempt

‘to undevstand the underpinnings

of US foreign policy, SRI,and
indeed Stanford, stand at the cen-
ter of an industrial eomplex, which,
much like the economy of the US in
general, is highly dependent upon,
and stirvongly oriented to, heavy
military spending. To be sure, this
ig a regional complex, but one which
is part of the larger politieal
economy based Largely on military
spending. -

While we have not, in this intro-
duction, looked thoréughly into

the implications end ramifications

of many of the assertions get

forth, the discusgions which fol-

low will seek to do so. But we

can now aee that the original gues-
tion--"How do we end the war?'--

can be countered with wno simplistic
answer; Our moral outrage over a
brutal and inhumane war remaine,

but it is imperative for thoege so
outraged to interpret thie indignation
into a clearer understanding of

the larger gquestions of the role

and power of the military, the subtleties
of US foreign poliey, and the role

of the university-- and particularly
Stanford and SRI-- in thie complex

set of velationships and ties.

QUESTIONS

. The following are some moral and polit-

ical questions which must be raised:.

fDoes'tké US have the right to interfere
in the political and economic develop-
ment of other countries?

tohoutld the US obligé other countries
to contribute to U8 prosperity at the
expenge of the welfare of their people?

*Ie an economy helathy 1f it is so

.dependent on military epending that
‘world peace might be a threat to '
etability?



¥How can the transition from
a war-time to a peace-time
economy be best acheived?

that are the privileges and

- rights of the regsearcher when
hie research affects countries
other than hig own? ' '

*Does anyone have the right fo
develope or produce CBW, or
ita distributional agents, or
to produce lethal nerve gas?

*Do people have a moral obli-
gation to oppose destructive
acts on the part of other indi-
viduals or inetitutions within
the country?

*Is Stanford an "ivory tower;”
if not, should it become one?

*Should the university's resources
be used to service military

needs, either domestically or
gxternally?

—“n:-‘“--nmu% o "'.Q)%

*Should the university be a
place where the problems of
society are examined and where
constructive sclutions to these

probiléms are sought?

*Should Stanfor&'make its re-

.sourees available to all, re-

gardless of political persuasion?

4chould 23 people with eclear and
strong vested interests in the
exigting order be legally en-
trusted with the management and
policy-making authority in the
university? ' '

*Can the Stanford and Mid-penin-
sula community make reasoned
judgements about regearch at
Stanford and SRI, when that re-
search is classified?

25%0uld there be claseified
research? If so, what should
be classified?
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CBY AT STANFORD

After the Second World War, the United
States embarked upon an expanded pro-
gram to develop its strength in chem-
ical and biological warfare. (CBW)

CBW is considered to be a step beyond
conventional artillery and weaponry;
it would be used either as an inter-
mediate stage of escalation toward the
use of nuclear arms and/or in conjunc-
tion with nuclear warfare,

The U.S. chemical arsenal presently
contains seven agents which are stan-
dardized for use in army munitions.
Included are two lethal nerve gases
which work by inhibiting a key enzyme
needed to control muscle movements.
Death can come in less than one minute.
The nerve agents are available for
tactical field use in a broad array of
cannons, shells, and projectiles.
Another chemical agent available for
use is HD or distilled mustard, a blis-
tering agent which is more toxic than

the original mustard gas used in World
War I. Upon contact with the skin, the
gas causes burns which heal slowly and

- are highly vulnerable to infection.

At certain exposures, it can be lethal.
Other standardized agents are an inca-
pacitating agent known only as BZ and
three riot control gases, CN, CS, and
M, which are seeing heavy use in Viet-
nam. In addition, the Chemical Warfare
Service has developed many different
types of smoke and incendiary devices,
including napalm and white phosphorus,
which are also being used in Vietnam.

Biclogical warfare (or germ warfare) is
defined as the intentional employment
of living organisms cor their toxic pro-
ducts to cause death, disability, or
disease in man, animals, plants, or food
supplies. Research in biclogical war-
fare possibilities, alcng with chemical
research has been conducted on an ex-
panded basis since the Kennedy admini-
stration earmarked an initial increase
of thirty per cent in the 1962 CBW
budget. Work in biological warfare

has been called by one scientist



"disease control in reverse.” It con-
sists, in part, fqr example, of efforts
to breed into ‘pathogénic organisms pre-
f-:.sely the characteristics--such as
registance to antibiotics--that medical
workeps would like to see eradicated.
A study of the research of the past
five years shows that the top germ war-
ferve agents probably include four. bac-
tordal direases (including plague and
“’zthrax) , at least three viral diseases,
d e m.c}cetts:r.al dlseases.

A‘_‘Lso com.‘mg under the category of CBW -
e the Cﬂgomg program-of anti-crop
- zsearch, which has. contributed to the.
neavy use of - defoliants and herbicides.
in Vietnam.. A Japanese study in 1887 .
claimed that U.S.. anti-erop attacks . -
have. ruined: more than 3.8 millien acres
of. apable . land in South.Vietnam.and.
resulted in the deaths. of nearly one.
thousand peasants and more than thlr'teen
+housand livestock., While discounting
“~e Japanese report, the Perttagon
s~nounced in the same year the purchase
of sixty million dollars worth of de-
foliants and herbicides, enough to
blarket 3.6 million acres of cropland,
equivalent to about half the food-
producing area of South Vietnam. With
vegard to the success of the anti-crop
offens:.ve, it has been noted that as
in any form of feood blockade, children
and the elder-ly arve the most likely to
suffer starvation, while the bands of
men who form the National Liberation
Front arve less likely to be affected
by food scarcity. Furthermore, there
have been reports of at least three
"accidental" sprayings of strategic
hamlets (camps set up for the irhabi~
tants of South Vietnam), and the eco-
lpgical imbalances created by the
defoliation program are likely to have
devas»a‘c“r "nng range effects Co

Contracts at Stanford and SR

Apcording to Elinor Langer in Science
"the current CBYW. program is the mroduct
of decisions and steps taken during
the late 1950's and early 1660's,™

“have become- m@or‘tant CBW research

Stanford and SRT have been in tne rore~"
front of the development of this pro~
gram. In its 1957 "Limited War" study,
SRI researchers remarked that "Numerous.
military authorities believe that we
should never again restrict our freedom
of selection of weapons as we did in '
Korea." During the Korean War, CBW

agents were pmh&ﬂed The study con-

tinued, "It is detrimental to the mili-
tary s:Ltuatwn to positively assure an
aggressor that a particular weapon will
not be used." And so, Stanford and SRI.

centers.,

From before Ne e BF 1959 urxtll some
time after June of 1961, meesser S8 ooy
Phillip. Le:l.ghton and Dr, William Pél %

.conducted, research. into "Meteorolog:_pal '

Aspecis Qf EBR.C Ch@BbBQQ-Eé@QJQ&lSQA“ Al
Warfare).”. The project was divided .qe.
between Sta.nfcrd and the U.S5. Army
Chemical Corps Proving Ground at Dugway,
Utah, which is the army's principal
station for fleld-testmg chemical and
biological munitions. Dugway was re-
cently in the news when a flock of sheep
mysteriously laid down and died due to
an overdose of nerve gas. According to
CBW expert Seymour Hersh, in his book
Chemical and Biological Warfare, an SRI
designed nozzle on the test plane mai-~
functioned, releasing a full tank of
lethal nerve gas on the Proving Ground.
A strong wind began to blow the gas
towards Salt Lake City, but a timely
rainstorm saved the city from an emer- -
gency evacuation..

Dr. Leighton was a professor of chemistry
fram 1937 to 1962 and is now an emeritus .
professor. In 1960, Perkins was Asso=. -
ciate Divector of the Stanford Aerosol ... .
Lab, ran by the Department .of Chemical-. -
Engmeemng, and was alsc a member of
tne advisory council for: the Army .
Chemical Corps. In government task
reports, . he, figures scometines as a..wiws
Dugway . investigator and -at other times. .
as a Stanford investigator. Elinor
Langer notes that their work was to
Himprove the knowledge of the effects

of metecrological conditions on the
behavior of particules in downwind

travel from ail source types, for
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- all climate and vegetation and terrain
 situations." By June, 1961, their

- research had progressed to the p01nt
where ™rials were being conducted in

a mountain valley complex...a contract
(was to be) let on tropical rain

- forest canopy penetration.”

" Further research into gas and aerosol

dispersal problems continued until at
least two years ago. According to

~ Seymour Hersh, in 1965 the Army signed

a two~year contract with S.R.I. for a
project wheih "was directed to the use
of a rocket motor for dissemination

of chemical agents using the energy from
a solid fuel rocket motor exhaust for

- dispersion...Heat and turbulence of

the exhaust serve to break up and
distribute the agent over a very wide
area," A special report cn "Micro-
encapsulatlon Research" was printed at
S.R.I. in July, 1967, Under the heading
labeled "Representative Encapsulation

| Applications' was a section dealing with

"Powders that reach the ground rapldly

. after being dropped from an airplane.”

"The significance of this research
_ becomes clear when one discovers that five

of the seven chemical agents described
earlier and listed currently in the
Army field manual, "Employment of
Chemical and Biological Agents" (1966)
are disseminated as aercsols, while

the other two are "airborme." And as Miss

Langer points out, "the idea of dis-
seminating infectious (BW) agents by

- aerosols seems to be displacing
earlier notions about how to transmit

disease." The success of the.
defoliation and massive crop des-
truction now practiced in Vietnam may
well be the result of Stanford's
research.

While Stanford and 3.R.I. scientists

were discovering for the Chemical

- Corps how to disperse aerosols, other
~ S.R.I. researchers were learmning how
. to make them. In 1859, Wilfred

Skinner, senior crganic chemist at

- S.R.I. and Richard Cadle, S.R.I.'s
- manager of atmospheric chemistry,
were involved in the Chemical Corps

program, particularly obtaining "funda-
mental information on the formation

of encapsulated aerosols for possible
application to the solution of the
problems on the dissemination of
chemical agents." That work led,

 through similar comtracts in 1960-

61, to a three-year comtract in

1963 "for investigations of
incapacitating chemical materials"
(1.1 million dollars), and in 1964
to a still-continuing contract for
the "dissemination of chemical solid
and liqued materials." ($2,5 million)
The June, 1967 issue of the S.R.I.
Journal reported that "Aerosocls
{dispersions of small particles or
droplets ‘in air) have been encap-
sulated by a completely different
technique developed at S.R,I."

what all this entails is clear from

a memorandum drawn up by S.R.I. in
1966; "Every effort is being made

to coordinate the program at S.R.I.
with the requivements of the Edgewocod
Arsenal so that information derived
from this program can be utilized most
effectively by the U.S. Army chemical
weapons research and development

program.

S.R.I. has also worked with CS tear
gas. In use in Vietnam, according

to the Army, it is employed to "flush
out unmasked enemy troops from
concealed or protected positions.”
This gas has also been used to

"flush out" people from shelters dug
beneath their homes. For the old,
the sick, and in a closed space, the

gas can kill.

At present, SRI has $404%,000 in

chemical warfare contracts and
won't say anything more about them.
In addition, it has two (W contracts
pending worth $96,000. This is
probably the low peint in SRI's
chemical and biological warfare
work, but there is no telling when
the Pentagon will turn to SRI

for more assistance in conducting 1ts
"war without death program."

Seymour Hersh has noted that Some

k]



of SRI's Board of Directors also

gerve as trustees of the University;
they include men who help direct

such defense oriented industries as
General Dynamics Co., Northrup Corp.,
Douglas Alveraft Corp., McDormell Aircraft
Corp., and the Food, Machinery, and
Chemical Corp. Similarly, all of these
firms have many ties with the nation's
CBW program. More CBW contracts are
likely to be coming SRI's way, unless
the Stanford community is prepared

to act to prevent this. :

_Contx‘olljfhg CEBW

Defining precisely what constitutes CBW
research 1s not an easy task. Clearly,
research on. the production and dispeysal
of chemelal and blological agents need
not be used for military purposes.
Aerosols are useful for producing

spray deodorants and paints, and
vesegrch on the dissemination of
BETOROLS rtm\pﬂanes is important,

for instance, in the development of
effective agricultural insecticides.
But the Vietnamese have no difficulty
definlng the nature of CBW agents, and
go it is incumbent upon us to set up
some criteria for acceptable regearch
in this area, '

o

In Jooking at the work done at SRI,
we must consider the source of the
funds and hence the likely use to

which the results of this presesrch

will be put, Our first demand, then,
must be for the declassification of

all research concerning the pro-

duction and dissemination of
biological and chemical materials.
Only when this step has been taken
will the commmnity be able to

Jintelligently decide which projects

are acceptable and which are not.

if SRI officlais refuse to de-
classify this research, or

eliminate it if such declaseifi-
cation conflicts with goverrment
r@quir@ﬁmnts, then we are

justified in opposing any

classified comtracts in this area.
We are alsc justified in opposing
any such contracts found to be
supported by the U.S. Ammy
Chemical Corps or any other branch
of the Defense Department. This
researgh, while of possible non~
militery application, is being :
supported precisely because it is
of military value, and at the
present time, this means hunger,
suffering and death for many
Vietnamese. Researchers do not have .
the right to produce chemical and -
biclogical agents for use against
the people of Southeast Asia.who are
struggling to work out their own
destinies free from foreign inter-
ference.



STIIFORD  GIVES THE AYE TO THAILAND. ..

COUNTERINSURGENCY RESEARCH

In its 1946 charter, SRI stated that
its aim is to "apply scientific re-
search in furtherance of social,
economic- and industrial development
and toward the strengthening of the
security of the free world." The
phrase "free world" here should be
placed In an eccnomic rather than a
political context. Historically,
the United States has supported

countries with political systems which
cannot be defined as free or democra-
ticy Thailand, Brazil, Indonesia, South
Vietnam, and South Africa are among
the military and civilian dictatorships
that the US has officially recognized
and aided. Despite differences in po-
litical systems, the countries of the
"free world" share a common character-
istic; they operate under highly stra-
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tified sconanic systens
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Uu&e trade, investment, and often mili-
T pmttct:ion.

One of the preatest threats to the "sec-
urity of the free -y y acoonding to

this definition, is a nationalist s
revolution which would have to reduce
Anerican econonic and military influ-
ence in order to redistridbute wealth

and _ power *'vmcevw&lv, and achieve gio-
nificent econoie and social develon-

.
METIT . &

Counterinouredncy referes to military
overations and gocial science teche

sicues divected toward suppressing nat-
w:mdl:,s“c ravolution: 3.1’“; movargents
Counterinsurcency also includes "econo-

feks) ::evr:;c;*mc:wt‘ projects and invest-
“ent surveys that have a high probabi-
Tl o 2 lemm( to rilitary counter-
Insurssnoy op that exist alongside
£ opevetions, /nd, in keeping
gtated obiective, IRI re-
2rCh D ‘C‘yrz‘f“]"lim'i'(‘f to the develop-
ment of hichly sophisticated countep-
Insurgency wm_*aon:; end teddniguss, In
1988, SRI did $6,7248,000 (ten per cent
Qi’" :3, T *unu.“rw\ in c:c‘mmterinauvg’:ﬂmc”
ol for the Partagon in South Xas
Foa W=

Since the eardy 50fs, Bxd 'ﬁol:mr makers
have been aware of the scorgric inter-
ssty underpinning .8, Foreimn ncfm’ EnF
l,:: well as the dirsct thweat wWhich nate
orallst revolutionary rovenents possa
w“r:} Those economic snterests. Jesse
Fobson, SE% first *mwuenh, teld
e fmerican Institute of Dnelneers
i 1881 that "™his nation cocupies
6% of the land area of the world, has
7% of the world's peopulation, but it
no produces 50% of the worldts goods
nd mossesses £67% of the world's wealth,
.,.{eued“cl rust be ‘cw heart, the
Foumndation, the 1ife blood of ocur pre~
sent defense econany “f.,f wc, are to
rasntain this position.™ Ik N
whinson, Vice Fresident of SRI In-
ternational, told a gathering of
Stanford alumu. in 190?, that "the
f*mo world rust not lose Southeast
fsia.. a8 it has already lost China,”

That same vear’, SKY PESeArchers were
prenaring a study for Yebomnell Alr-~
oraft entdi a,led "Invironrmental Condi-

bk

nial

- sioncand Timited overt Cormunist
verrtion...within o vithout the frane-

tions in Selected Areas of Potantial
Limited Warfare." After reviewing "the
basic conditions which would affect the
conduct of small wars in various peri-
pheprel areas of As :I.a," the study mre-
dicted that the U.S. would be inclined to
"eounter agzression” wherever 1t occurs,
although "for indigenous participants,
limdted warfare is likely to annear as
civil war.” Dealing with Fend noy agIres-
irheye

work of the United Mations...msy be the
most serious stra‘tegic pmblem fac:inf: he
United 3tates for some time." The study
fopresaw "the development of instantly
ready, mobilse task forces, characterized
by very great firepower in relation to
mEnnover comrliment, . Jof Tethe-road sup- -
face vehicles and radically naw aire
craft and theater warzwno?*t

2% -r--'l‘,_,r-““ A i

Vietnam

SR
Mowvine from the theory o the oractice

of counterinsury BNy concerned e
self with the socic-nolitical davelon-

ment of Memts Scuth Victnar in the sare

et

1y 1960%z, SRI econormist @nd Sranfood
education professor Digene Staley hasded

a ewc*al soverrment rmission there in
1963 o bring bacdk s zf:_.qeb yoions O
ting the Mem resimets
fineneial, mdlitary, and political
needs,”  After six veeks, =
in Saigon, Staley recormended lawne
Creases in military and economde aid,
measures Which coulc‘ restore secunity
within 18 mopths.” (WY Times) Steley
15 aleo credited with pe{:cmmﬂum' The
”C‘trate;,.}.c_ hamlet trompanf=--fan intens
sifisd pomalation-corntrol reasure to
enable (the Diem regime) to tiphten its
hold on mumal Viemamese by srouping
then physically into manageable units,”
(Douglag Pike of the US Information
Agency in Viet Congd '

Frost mre

vorking with Staley in 1381 was William
Bredo, ancther SRI economist. Rredo
flew to Vietnam in 1986 and 1967 to
perforn a study for the fgency for In=-
ternational Develorment (AID) enti-
tled "Oevelopment of Cam Ranhi Bave
Fvajuation and Strategy.™ Over the
last seversl years, the Us has turmed
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Cam danh lay m‘to one of the rmajor mil-
;tarv ports in Asia,

.In 1867, Eredo also worked on a plan for
land tenure reform which AID has tried
to press upon the Saigon regime,. In

_Its project proposal to AID, SRT laid
7reat stress on its understanding that
the prograpm "is considered most impor— |

Ctant at this time to...produce political’

-results. that will contribute to winning

. the war," Other universities had pre-
viously twmed dowm this contract on

- the grounds that it was expressly de-

simned to prevent meaningful land re-

form,

SRI has directly assisted the military
effort in Vietnam., In 1963-64, SRI
performed two hurrv-up ("two ronths')
contracts for the Army Plectreonic ia-
terial fzency "directed tovard improve-
ment of tronic militayy comumications,”
Though SRI won't discuss this swork, it
is probably continuing now. Also. in
1983, the Army awarded SRI a §583,000
- contract to do a study of "airborne
- position location teclnigques: mapping,
s surveillance, and reconnaissance syse
tems." This became a.$2.2 million con~
tract in: 1966, and available evidence
indicateds that it is continuing at
present. -As recently as six months
-8g0, an-SRL employee said that the In~
. stitute was performing "cost analysis
studies of alternative reconnaissance
. routes (read: bombing routes) over
liorth Vietnam." Judging from the re-
cent statements of the Nixon=Laird tean,
It is possible that SRI's work would
assist renewed bcmba_n&, of Horth Viet-
nai,. -

LRI has also been studying "the vulner-
ability of hellcopter’s to groundfire! at
Ford Ord, where it has a weapons develon-
ment and testing center, At SRI's ila-
val Warfare Center, researchers are
making helicopter armor more resistant

to groundfire, An SRI engineer who con-
sidered his work to be "defensive" said
that. this comtract was initiated "be-
cause of helicopter losses in Vietnam."

-Finally, Llovd Smith, Vice President ot
SRI's Physical Sclences Division, dis-
clozed that the Institute is presently
"desicndne electronic equimment for in-

nons for Vietnam.

A B
trusion detaction in Vietnarm,'' ic., nar=
fecting rlans for an clectronic Vaminot
Line across the DR to retard Infiltra--
tion from the llorth. 5

A]Jﬁoot all of these Vietnan contract are
classified and are extranely Jiifi cult
to track doom. (In fact, “I Prasident
Charles Anderson recen ;.l id th‘—’t s+
has a nurber of contracts that it camnet
aduit exist.) Until SRT comes fronm _‘_f:ﬂf.}.—_
lvind its veil of secrecy with full dis-
closure, our information on SRI's orer=
ations in Vietnam s7ill be sketchy. Dut
it is important to remember that SRI has
over 36 million in Southeast Asia con= -
tracts with the Pentacon, a considerable
nunber of which center in Thailand,

S;.’-lI . Thalland

In 19682, $31 began sorking in "‘hcwl“mﬂ
for Proiect u,_..le, the Pertagon's worlds
iride counterinsurgency research pmrf,r!am.
Mmitiallv, SPI's Thal ~rojects focuded:
on the develorment and testing of weéar
Put with the in-i .
crease of auerilla activiiy in Thail and
in 1966, the nrogram bezan to build’
oount_rmsumencv capabilities for the
Thai olizavchy widch would nlace the \;F‘
in a "mowledgeable position™ should -
"arve-seale intervention in Thailand:
be called for,"

That intervention has been well unders.
way for several years nou, Over 50,000
US servicenen are divided between man-
ning the six B-52 bases, the huge Sat-
tahip naval base, and training Thail
counterinsurcency forces. There is'no
need to dwell on what 503,000 American
GI1's do to a traditional nation's sooletyy
but the American presence can ‘only, ac=
celerate the Thal soclal revolu'rlon.
It iz .:i:".portant to note that Thalland is
a rmilitarv dictatorship, thoush SRE's.
Id Tobinson considers it to be"another
fsian bastion of strength for the free
world." Despite strong bureaucratic
tontrol and the absence of a T’estem_.
colonial heritage, rapidly growing in-
surgency movements in the nor'theast,

the liorth, and the South, largely due
to fmstrdt.r_on over neglect and exg;l.el-_-;



tation by the Bangkok-baqed elite and
its foreign business friends. Ethnic
and racial prejudice on the part of the
urbanwased valley Thais has intensi~-

fied economic underdevelopment and po-
...ltlca.l exclusion. The result is that
the guerilla strength is now estimated
consexrvatively at 7,000, Tor years
the ethnic Lso and Vietnamese in the
Northeast, where one third of the pop-
ulation lives, and the Thai~lalays ang
Chinese in T.he Scuth have registed
Bangkok contrel. -And recently, the
Horthern tribesmen, who are considered
to be Manimals" by the lowlanders
{according to the State Deparment
official in charge of the Thai desk),
have begun to join the gueriallas, es-
pecially since the central govermant
has moved to cut of{ their teak and
 Opium tx’ade., The military FOVerTrient
has responded to tribal resistance by
napalmm;_{ v:LlILag*en and s jbtema rically
-‘Nrdmp tribesnen into lowlying "detens
tion camps.”

lesving aside the question of the Thal
investments of Stanford trustess and
SRI directors for the moment, we find
that various agencies of the US poverne
ment have turned to S2I to heln "si:a»» _
bilize" the Thai situation. In 1964,
William Platt, SRI's Director of lane
power and Educational Research, oon-
cluded a study conmissioned by ALD to
Mnake r*eccx*menwtmn as to the appros
priate and require nacnmary in the
Thai government of the m‘teg,r’a ion of
harean peacmme; and educational plan-
ning with the planning fobr overall .
econamie and social develonme[rt ¥ The
growing social up‘qea\fal in Thailand
cemonstrates that US-style develon-
METYE - by a nell-mtmnched rative
olj.{fmhy, nag serious problemns., The
Thai military povernment ; the US, and
SRI have therefore been fum«mﬁ to a
px’cdcmnantly military solution.

SRI presentls j has forty j«»thme PEYTA~
nent staff members working alongside
Hichigan, Cornell, and mﬁu teams at
the Thai-Us '”illl'tdlf‘\f Reas search and ﬂen
velopment Center in ?am‘ ©OK. . The Insti-
tute has its Southeast Asia ﬂc—»wloml
office in the Rar whok Banl Rui ddding,

In addition to social selence studies

of the Thai r‘-‘a‘tmotlcz Front, SPI has
concentrated since 1966 on “Counter—
insurgency communications r‘equ:mements
for Thailand,”™ The institute has
worked on a rumber of cortracts such.
as "Atmospheric radio noise data,
Bangkok Thailand™(1967) that has
enabled the Defense Department to set
up a direct P@ntapﬁn-—ﬁanrko}\ radio
linkage, A ]r:EJ"P’E nuber of contracts
in the area of support for. tronical
co*mmnlc.a‘t:.ons”(l%ﬁ) enables Thal
Ay foreces, U,5. Special Forces
“advisers™, and USIA officials to move
into the und ardeveloped narts of Thaiw
land with guns and filns. And, a 1966
contract analysing miltitacy c::o'rz;r“xuz-;zncza“t1 ons
vemlmment“ To renpress Ymedium Jlevel
insurgency in the Northeast™ provides
data for future U.S. m‘f:er*ventwn.

SRI's social seience work invelves
wr*iting_ ethnographies of Munstable

areas™ and a 1968 contract entitled "Come
wumcae, Yerrorist logistics in Southern
Thailand.”" The Ranglok ofch‘:e has also
been testing devices which "ean literal-
1y sniff an enemy's presence by the
ve:py oao*r*s of "ﬂs bedv, food, or cloth-
ing " {Time, O 7, 1958} '

In 3.967"0‘8, SRI's 7T szell . Rhﬁl? Was
tegting a magnetometear develoned by
Varian fAssociates (a Stanford Industrial
Park resident) as "a method of detect-
ing antities of iron of a size compara-
Lle to insurgent weapons,! A “@cdamara
line for the Mekong seems to be in the
works,

Tinally', SRI renesied aver $1,800,000
in Thai comtraocts this winter, in the
face of requests from the Stanford
student body and President 1ot o rew
new its cCOuNVEerinsurTency contracts
while & student-faculty corrittes
studies the Institute’s mera‘tlom and
ties to the University.



