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STANFORD ~ Ne Asion experts were consulted prier fo President Nixon's decision to enter Cambodia,

Prof. John Lewis of Stanford told o luncheon audignce of 500 attending the 1970 Campus Conference Saturd
{MAY 16}, '

in a calmly worded talk with strong emotional overfunes, Lewis said specialists in Southeast Asio, be
ir an out of government, had been isclated and ignored by policy makers.

Early this month, both Presidential Foreign Policy Adviser Henry Kissinger and Elliott Richardson of
State Department teld Lew!s that Asian specialisis played ro part in the events preceding the President's .
decisicn,

Yet ameng both pélicy makers and academiciarns there is uranimity in awareness that certain "absel
slevent” factors in the history and culture of Southeast Asia “cannct be overcome through the applicati
tary force " Lewls decldted. ' S

Failure to understond these factors or weigh them in decisions will leave America "locked in" militaril
he worred. Inoreased casts, beth in money and manpovwer, will then be used tg justify a continved Americ -
presence there,

Lewis and several other Stanford professors led o week~long seminar on Indo-China at Stanford last week
which grew steadily in attendance from 700 to 1500 students, Lost year, o course in Vietnam which Lew!s
offered attracted enly five students=~-primarily because individuals knowledgeable in this field were regarded
as irrelevant in gevernment, he suggested.

Lewis said there was "strong consensus” among Asian specialists in the Certral Intelligence Agency, the
Stote Deporiment, and on campus regarding Indo=China. As early as July, 1964, the CiA Beord of National
Estimates expressed "serious'doub_tsl" oF cay prospect of victory there, anticipoting a "prolonged stalemate” or

negoticted setflement e besty be-r2loted . Bt the author of this report was isolated from government and
denied access 10 policy makers——as were other specialists, Lewis soid.

He served in the Stote Depariment Bureau of lntelligence and Research during the Kennedy Administration

"What we know has to be put in the poiicy-making process," he added. Materic! available in books and
other open literature s reinforeed - ===net controdicted~--by classifed documents concerning the region,

Schalarly frustration ond studést disinterest stem fram awareness that policy-making has been "totally
unresponsive” o this knowledge., "Qur policies were more clearly understocd by the students than by
Washington," he daclared,

The strikes which followed anncuncement of the Combiedian invasion symbolized the "total frustration®
felt on compus. But this waos quickly followed by o transtrmation, s faculty, stoff and students joined in a
~massive educational effert on Indo-Ching

This stemmed from' "an undérlying act of faith" that meaningful politicol action could be based on
knowledge, and that the campus might not be "left i isclatipn!’ from the rest of society.

“There's more going on here than before, " Lewis teld the predominantly alumni cudience. "We need
your guidance, understanding, and suppart” for highly constcuctive activity now toking place on campus and
spreading from there cut to the community, he concluded.

Sustained applause follawed his informal commeritaiy .

Prior o the luncheon program, a group of 15 radicais 'eft the nearby Tresidder Memorial Union, chanting
"Ho, Ho, He Chi Minh=--NLF Is Going to Win" as they went up o walkway about 50 yords from the
canference. "Ne, No, Ne" several alumni chorused ir reply . There were no other incidents.
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