TiE SELEMNT MASORITY STANDS N OPPOSQEEGE TO THE INDOCUHINA WAR

The Gallup Poll showing fifty-one percent “approving of the way Pregident
Wizon fs handiing the Canmbodian situation® actually indicates opposition
and net support.  In the face of this repori, how can one ¢leim that the
Ugilent majority” opposes the war in Indochina?

Over the years public opinion analysts hawe identified & phenomenon
called "vallving to the cause"; public approvel of the President climbs
gharply when he takes action {any action, it seems?: if the action ig a
Aramatic one, the rise iu public approval is sharpsr yet.

Some sxampies:  After the passage of the Truman Doctrine, nublic approval «
of President Trups: tose from fortvenine percent to sinty percent: our
watyy into the Korean War weg sccompanied by an eleven peicent rise in
approval of Truwwany the Cuban Missile Crisis was followed by & ten per-
cant groweh in appreoval. Bven the disasterous Bay of Plgs invasion was
Followed by & rallyving te the vause: approval of President Kennedy moved
From saeventy-two percent befores the action to eighty~iwo percent atter il

The guastion of approval of Prasident Nixorn's nandling of ihe Cambedian
aitustion tsa thug & test of the "rpallying to his cause’; President Mixon
Flunkesd that cesti In March, on the guestion of approval of his handling
ef the situstion in Vietnam, fiftv-one percent epproved. in April,
Fopbty-aioht percent zpproved and forty-one pervent dimapproved:

naither of thess polls ghows a Sifferent discvributicn than the Gailup
poll following iz action. In other words, the teagically dramatic move
into Cax

whodia hag not occasioned 8 rallving of the American people to
My, Nixgon's cause!

IE we look at answers (o otheyr guestions Gallup asked the publig, we can
come to understand why this dramatic failure Lo rally to the Prssodent
has taxen place: ip the first place the public iz pessimistic about ths
putoome . Piftv-five parcent think &8 major involvement in Cambodia is
vnaveidanle-<-they disagree with the Pregident on this score. Rallving

to the tause in the pash hap bpeen accompanied by opbtimiam or at lesst

a hopsfulpess that "mavbe 1¢°1) work™ -« that optimism is now lacking

i the public: less tnan & thigd believe that we can gveild 8 major
involvemest in Cambedas., Bevone pesgimism. the public disapproves of the
waor faoit of the Capnbodian sscalaticon.  Six Americans in Len disapprove
of “gaadiog sroops o help Cambodia” and only tweniy-esight percent
Pelieve we should.
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Posginisn was reinforced by the flow of bad news Irom Vietnam wan central
in ths masaive growth in popular dissatisfacuion with the Johnson adminis.
wration. The pesssimizn over the Cambodian invasion is the prelude to a
withdrawali of public support £or the Nixon administration. And 1t should
be remambsred fhat Mr. Nixon began with 2 substantially smellexr stook of
cublic support than did Presgident Johnson.
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¢ the oublic reiecis the sending of troops to Campodia and thinks an
undesived major involvement iz likely, why 4o so many peopie gtill
approve of Nixon's handling of the war? The answer can only be Lhat a



