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STANFORD ~ Prof. Wallace Stegner, noted author and conservationist, Wednesday (APRIL 22} said

Stunford should slow down its land development activities and "become the leader in a cooperative effort
for planning” in the Peninsula region.

Appeoring on a Memoria! Church panel attended by severai hundred students und townspeople,
he said that the University has “probably done better than any planner or developer in California™ in
setting aside large acreage in its acedemic reserve. Butitsindustrial park, "o beautifully landscaped
incubus, ' threatens to deteriorate future development of the region. :

Kenneth M. Cuthbertson, wce—premden’r for finance at Stanford, said sfeada!y expand!ng qcademac
~ uses should have © by‘fczr the highest priarity” on future University land development . "

Agreeing on the need for stronger regional planning, he soid the University has been “far from
perfect” in its land development but the area has suffered from “selfish planning and nonglanning™’ by
neighboring communitizs. One result has been "grossly inadequaie” low income housing.

Pau! Rupert, a former Stanford student ard leader of "Grass Roots, " said the University, through the
industria! park, has been o major contributor to the shortuge of low income housing. By attracting more
workers to the area, it has forced them to travel increasingly long commutes, adding to environmenial
pollution.

“The men who run Stanford are cought in the problem of good intentions in a capitalist economy, "
he added, "The Uriversity has looked to its lond as o source of profit."

Industries considering locotion in the Park should be screzred for social responsibility, he odded,
and decisions about lond use “opened up" te students, black and brown people, and others not now
represented in the decis?oﬁ«mdk‘ing processes of the compus ond nearby cities.

Cuthbertson noted that the University so far has developed only 1,000 of its more than 8,000
"acres, using & net income of $2 million from this source in direct support of its educational programs.

Had these lands not been leased, taxes on them to the University would amount to abous $1 million
annually, he estimated.

Stegner, founding director of the University’s Craative Writing Center, said that Stanford on «
number of occasions has acted "foo much like a reql estate developer, " with decisions "made by men of
goodwi!l who thought like businessmen™ {which most of them were).

He said the University "did not examine the consequences of growth before it undertook to

promote growth." He ocknowledged that curtailing the land development program would restrict eductiona
income, possibly leading to “severe curtailment® of ccademic programs, including fellowships and salaries.
Steve Weissman, a former graduate student now with the Pacific Studies Center, said that for
those who fee! the University should foke a stand against economic growth "it mokes more sense to trash
{break} windows ot the ROTC building than sit at this sort of teach~in.”
Nobel Laureate Joshua Lederberg, panel moderator, took sharp exception o this comment, noting
e N )
that universities could be wrecked if they alene were held entirely responsible for solvung {ocal economic,

social and pohhca] problems T A4/97770



