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“FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE | |

| - SAN FHANCISCO-—Unwersnties will survive onlv if their leaders keep them independent of
.' polltws Actmg President Richard W. Lyman of Stanford University said here todav {Wednesday,

Aug. 12}.
But at the same tlme “hoth: by precept and example,” university admlnlstrators should

encourage ‘‘an active responsihllltv for political judgment and actlon on the part of mdwuduals " he
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He spoke at a luncheon rnaatmg of the Stanford Men’s Club of San Francisco.
Thls approach, Lyman §a|d is ““the essential alternatwe to the kind of coercive tactics and
'dlrect action espoused by the far left, and of'tan the far right, tactics which are predlcated on the

_assumption that our nolitical processes won't work and cannot produce changse.”

Lyman warned the alumnl that ”the university cannot remain the true home of free inquiry
ifitis subqrdihatad to political purposes A greét uniifersitv does ﬁot exist to make people feel
comfnrtablﬁ _Tby mnﬁrming their prejudices. It exists to keep alive the impossible but essential human
quest for answers to the ultinriatq .qu_estion, What is Truth?, and to all the lesser questions that flow
| ti'lerefr"nm. | .' | | ' | | -
“To convert it into the ally or pawn of new_iaﬁ, old right, or middie-aged center, is to betray .
' that purpose.” | .
- While universities often are involved Iln politics, whether making views knovﬁn in Washington
on Federal support for higher educatlon or meeting with neighboring offlclals on land problems,

Lvman said, on broadet mues a unmmtv would Iose its lmportaﬁt tax-exempt status if it bemme

involved in pohtlcal advocacy.
But much more irnportant, Lyman warned, is that “once the university permiis ij;self to'
 become the instrument of pioli;tical causes, it will be a'n, instrument that everyone will be eager to enlist
B and ﬁaht_rol."' In the ﬁjbsequ_eﬁt buffeting, “freedom for aII.-poin.ts' of view can hardly be expected to
survive”” . TR | 2
Today's r.:ondlttnns are vew close to just that situation, he said. - -

“Freedom of speech on the campus has in some respacts been carried to extremes that are '

profoundly shocking 0. many, probably most, of the aver 30 generations. But in ather respects it has

- __.r:

‘hegun to be clrcumscrlbed not by censorship but by the power of a mob-—-—even a small mob—-—to
Mleehdarlde mtarrupt, ancl mttmtdam any speaker whom views that mob happem to dislike.”
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'_.Theré are many campusés, he admitted, where Jerry Rubin or Eldridge Cleaver might appear
withmt_ trouble, while Spiro Agnew or Ronald Reagan would need “massive protection and
preparation.’’ .

But the difficulties faced by universities today go beyond society’s polarization, Lyman said.

They go, he wamed, “into the ominous countfy of ‘groupthink’ and the outright denial of
freedom for the individual. More and more——and from both extremas of the political spectrum-—--one
h&ars— peoﬁle emlng &nﬂ—-m#emﬂﬂﬂgtha denial of freadem: .- MHUWincraasmg of those
- who argue that the ather end doesn’t understand and won't rmpond to anythlng but force or the threat

'of force.”

The answer is not removal from political action of individuals connected with universities, he
insisted, but more responsible political action.

: Lynian defended the right of university officers to speak out, if they speak as individuals and
“selectively on “issues of real moment.” Silencing them would ““amount to depriving all but the most
lowly-placed or unattached Americans of their right of citizenship,” he said. “The ills of democracy are
to be solved by more active participation in political life on the part of informed and responsible
- citizens——not less.” Furthermore, he said, “silence generally operates in favor of the status quo,
whatwer that may be at the moment.”

| But when a university pres:dent or provost does speak out, Lyman said, “‘he must never
| forget-ft'hat he is an educator, not a politician. He should avoid political invective, he should try not to
be polemlcal he should be at pains to make clear that he knows honest mlnds can differ and that
durabla polltlcal progress in a free society is more likely to come from the interplay of viewpoints and

the working out of compromises, than from having one side bludgeon the other into submission.”
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