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m war threatens democracy in “'a deadly fashion:’_ President Richard - .

Euer elnce theyr beoeme old enough to be pohtlcally conscious, today’s eollege students hwe experienced

-. 'en unending spate of misunfonnetron and’ false oropheoy with regard to V‘etnern he added
|  “The tortured eleboretions of Pentagonese have brought palpably closer the notorlous ere of Doublethrnk
-' f’fforeeeen by George Orwell- ln his book 1984.
"Thls comee about, not beceuee of a umque wlla;ny on. the part of the protegonlste in this particular war,
but. because wer itsalf is. entlthetleel to demuocratic values.” L o
o A historian, President Lyman noted that “if the growth of cvnlc:sm end doubt continues through another :
o mnod of years, we. wull euffer further subtle but ineradicable wounds here at home that will make American |
' -'"_demoerecy in the 20th eentury as mueh a oesueltv of prolonged werfere as was Athenian democracy in the Flf‘th
Century B.C. .
"T het is pert of the reason why slogans like 'Vletnamlzetlon mean so little on the mmpus todey, and why
:. hope s %0 rare a commodity there.”
| In a Ietter published by 7he New York Trmes and s&gned as Preeldent of the Unwersnty, Lymen deeiered
'-?_thet' "elght yeere of war abroad have produoed a marked deterloretlon in the polltleel {ife of aur own eountry This
| 'deterloretlon is. nowhere more marked then on the Ieeding eempuses where the ergument that only foroe counts is
heard from young oeople whoee eyme:srn in this regard le a deadly threat to the future of a demoeretne polity ”
“In oertiouler ”’ he oontinued "studente todey are either dlsgueted by or themselves infected with the

dteeaee of prevertcetlon end oontempt for honﬁt deellngs “

s

iy any war,” President Lvman eald ““a democracy pohty incurs certain meeoepeble demege War by lts

 Gauses peepie in authority not-onky to withbold™

- nature reqelr-ee 38Crecy; dememvﬂmmoo fml CHOCIOM
- the truth upon oeoesion it tempts them to t'mst end dletort lt Demooreoy requires thet dlsegreements be threshed

out ‘in argument and resolved by votmg, war requires that disagreements be minimized or obwured in the feoe of the

enernv et the gates—no matter how fer ewey thoee getes mey be-—-and encourages appeals to ernotlon and brute L :

"We have survwed pre\rious mrs wlth demoereev [argelv mtect But major mvolvement in wer has often . '. '_

been followed bv a political’ eﬁermath of reactron and reprmweness from the Alien and Sedition Acts of the 1790s,
through the Mitchell Pelmer raids foilowmg World War |, to the era of Joe MeCerthy aﬂer World War'{l.

"The Vigtnam war has doubtlm been a hmlted one, for Americans if not for Vletnamese But its duretnon

-

now threatens us in desdly _f_eshlon. . d

-7 . Lo
LA
:’- , T

_30- o 219




