On., Thursday, October 9, 1969 Preszdent P:tzer stated ”Maoy memoers of the _
Stanford commuotty ‘oppose’ the mar_.n U|etnam, and many of these men and women have —,_”_
as | have - :n ways d|ctated by thelr ;ndIV|duaI consciences protested against _ -
the war. and agalnst :ts effect upon our society, our ecenomy, and’ our youths If
_understandland share many of the conCerns which under:;e the Octy 15 moratorlum
and “{ applaud the sacrifice of- personai time on the part of those who intend to
lnvoive themse1ves in. at._The University must meet lts clntfnulng respons:b:lle
'=t1es'_moreoyerg the moratorium seeks to elicit sndlmrdual acts thet arlse from
conscience:?herefore Unlvers:ty personnel w111 be expected to schedu]e any par-
tiCIpatIOH they may WiSh to undertake so that the University's ob?[gatlons are
fully met.'t 77 _ ' . _
| Pitzerts statement is the qunntessence ot Ilbera} |deology} and contains
some Imp]iCIt assumptlons which should be zﬁvestzgated He possts the range of Eo
choices for actlon brtween his. c!oszng down the University, and his aliowzng
students to protest |nd:v:dual?ya He wou]d have us: believe first of ail that tha. & 1"
university |s an |nst|tut|on of disi nterested learntog removed from the war and
po}itlcs and by ;mpozcatlon that this virtue of* supposed reutrailty shou]d be
maintained, At the. other and ot the spectrum he would ai]ow lnd?vzduais to appease
their consczences as long as no disruption of the war, effort takes place, szs  %®@
ch0|ce contalns ‘the imp}ic1t bellef that somehow we are all gu;lty for the Vietnam |
war because we. have been negligent In speakrng oyt,_and_that_;t we now raise
our voices the government will respond. o | | _ . _

Both . these v;ews admzrabiy serve the I1bera1 funct:or of obfuscat;on of the |ssues‘_
by posing the problem in =ncorrect terms, and therefore castrate effect1Ve political |
action, In fact Stanford Unsver51ty has never. been neutral po?;tlcaily. Stanw.
ford and its whoi]ywowned subsideary, S.R.1., have been atr. the forefront of 5y
Amer:can war research for years. Research has been conducted in the fzelds of chemlca?
b:olog:cal warf are, electronlc countermeasure techn;ques (bombzng) the |nventlon_
of the peasant, pac!f|catron program (prison camps), and various counter—lnsurgency
methodsfor use in both Thaifand and. Berkeley Pitzers rIoSIng down the schoo] for
a day would, be mockery of those who snncereiy oppose the war, in v:ew of the :
university's active ongoing support for the war The questlon is not shou]d in-
dividual students or Stanford participate in a txanstent protest, but rather should
we allow our lnstltut:on to continue its criminal support of the war., _

The second implication of Pitzer $ statement is a belief in individual res-
ponsibifity for the war, This view perpetuates an atomistic view of soclety,
and smooths over all the class conty adfctrons in fact the war {s being fought in the
interests of a tiny segment of American society at the expence of the vast maJority of

Americans. While corporation directors like Pitzer and the Stanford Board of Trustees



need to OPPOSeithe ertnameseeIIBeféiiohJﬁoveméht“ihtofdé?a%o protect fheir right to
invest and make profits In South East Asia, 0;5;'workers'see their sons drafted,

their wages eaoen up by inflation and surtex.'Moreover corporate overseas Invest-'

ments hurt 3g§g§rs in their daily strugg!es on the job, The oil strikers Kn Richmond )
found thelr/held down and their strike effecttveness Towered by the xnvestments of Stan-
dard 0il in the Third Worid - the company was able to s:phon its bu5|ness to its )
refinery in Uenezueia and thereby 1gnore thezr Rfchmond worker 5 demands._

The war IS the result of a consistent poi;cy of the American ruiing olass to protect*
its investments and a decaylng economec oréer. Co: porate capitallsm demands extra—
territorial |nvestment and unproductlve spending {the military, advert:sing, and i
space race) if it is to survive, and the war in Yietnam is an essgntial component
'df that ?nvesthent policy. In one sense the domino %heoFY'is correct: wheo fhe :
revolutionary movement 1n Vietnam culminates in victary, revolutionaries aTI o
over the world w:ll take heart and redouble their dfforts to force U.S. imperialist
mercenaries oqt of their countr:es, dlsastrousiy cuttlng into corporat|0n‘s
profits, It° 15 therefore not fortultous that the rui:ng class can find no: funds
to improve the cst:es, the status of our poorer peOpies, ‘and our ecotogy, while havnng
more than SuffICIEnt funds for" armanents, war-g & d the ma:ntenance of a one '
million man< standlng aroh around the world. 1t is not the m:sdlrectlon of- our pr:orltles,
this kind of hexnous spendtng is the essehse of our po?:t:cal and econonwc pollcy. '

The Ilberql version of the moratorium on the fifteenth is a regress:on of analysis
and action, Rad:cals at Stanford in the last few years have been actively inves~
tigating the imper:allstlc pollCiES of the United States, have been educatlng the
public at iarge in similar terms, and have been attempt:ng to :nlt:ate the Qniy
kind of poiztical action which would be effective in the llght of such ana1r5|s - the
April Third Movement was that kind of attempt. The ruling class in the Unlted
States, the formulators and |mp1ementers of our foreisn and domestic pollcies have
always acted coliectlvely and fullyaware of their class |nterests At the same time
they constantly foist the not:on of !ndIVIdU | ectlon and repon51b:l!ty on ghe
people., We must real:ze that the only way to conlzt the ruling class, to effecglvely
end the war and ellm!nate its cause, is to act co]lectlve!y. Students who' oppose .
the war must un:te with worktng peoPIe to f:ght agalnst their ruling class who '
control both our economic and forengn pollcy, and ; the univers:ty. We must not
allow ourseives to be dec:eved by Pitzer s dilbiosl ldeo!ogy. We must learn who our’

0

real. enemles are.
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