Call for theKQEE_Stanford Town Congress
o and Operation Dig-In

Stanford University is a major corporation housing major coerporate
sindustrial and commercial firms on its lands, medical facilities, a
shopping center, a major educational complex, residential and student
housing and investments of approximately $204,000,000 in stocks and
bonds,

The Call for the 1st Stanford Town Congress recognizes Stanford to
have all the activitigé, forces and concerns of a town. We therefore
call for a Town Congress of staff, administration, students and
faculty who make up this Stanford Town to assume legitimate power
over our own lives and that of our town.

Much of Stanford's investments are in complicity with the present
Indochina War and the growing expansion of the Americap Empire.
Stanford also has the major non-developed land in this geographic
area and fundamentally determines the housing, transportation and
service needs of thousands of individuals in Stanford Town and the
Mid-peninsula. :

We as the Community have no vote on major projects in our
community and must move from our state of disenfranchisement to a
full democratic government here in Stanford Town.

"The voters of the area have always decided, and are still
deciding, how Stanford lands can be developed.™
Boyd Smith
University Real Estate Manager

"But if a community must keep adding industry to obtain the
funds to solve the problems that industry helps create, where does it
all end? Doesn't that mean that growth can never be halted?

‘No. A community can halt growth if a majority of the voters
decide that the disadvantages of continued growth outweigh the
advantages,"

E =Campus Report Supplement, April 6, 1970-

There is- NO Stanford CommunityﬁCONTROL. We must have our
legitimate power. '




Ca11 for the First Stanford Town Congress and PPOJECt Dig In

SheItered by the d1stant throne

The kingdom flaunts :

The difference between rulers and ruled,
Keeps disaster hidden under awnings
Hapless the reign which .

Reduces the symbol of power to shame
Even if the suffering of mu1t1tudes
Does not touch the rulers-

Finally it draws the provincial curse

adaptation of a poem by Tagore

The fﬁT]dwing two-princip1e$ cohe'frdm the Nurenburg Tri-
bunal of 1948. The Nurenburg Tribunal or a number of Geneva
agreements can.be cited to indicate internatjonaT legal prece-
dents the United States has publically declared its acceptance
of. For our reference, Principle VI is to do with oﬁr country's
acts and Princﬁpie VII.has to do with Stanford University's and
our own personal actions in cohp]icity with thé.war Crimes pre-
sentiy being committed. | | |

PRINCIPLE VI: The crimes herein after set out are punish-
able as crimes under international law:

A. Crimes against peace:

1. PTann1ng preparat10n, 1n1t1at10n or waging of a
war of agression or a war in violation of international
treaties, agreements or assurances;

2. Participation in a common plan or conspiracy for
the accomplishment of any of the acts mentioned under (1).

B. War crimes: Violations of the Taws or customs of war
which include, but are not limited to murder, i11-treatment
or deportation to slave-Tabour or for any other purpose



of civilian population of or in occupied territory,
murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons
on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of public or
private property, wanton destruction of cities, towns,
or villages, or devastation not justified by military
necessity. -

C. Crimes against humanity: Murder, extermination, en-
slavement, deportation and other inhuman acts done a-
gainst any civilian popuiation, or persecutions on poli-
tical, racial or religious grounds, when such acts are
‘done or such persecutions are carried on in executior
of or in connection with any crime against peace or any
war crime.

PRINCIPLE VII: Complicity in the commission of a crime a-
~gainst humanity as set forth in Principle VI is a crime
under international law.

“The Tribunal's legitimacy will be determined by the answer
given to its findings by the people of the world. The peopie of
the world must refuse to commit the crimes that have been docu-
‘mented here. They must refuse to be accomplices in these crimes.
The Tribunal appeals to the people of the United_States to stop
the monstrous aggresion of the United States as its source. It
appeals to the people of the United States to put an end to U.S.
genocide."

Appeal of the Bértrand Russel War Crimes Tribunal
to World and Public Opinion, 1967

ON THE STANFORD PORTFOLIO (STOCKS AND BONDS)

Stanford University has a portfolio of securities worth ap-

proximately 204 million dollars as of August 31, 1971. We own



a portion of the corporation's assets, receive profits from the cor-
poration (dividendé},'ahd theoretica11y'have some say in how the cor-
poration is fun (through proxy or direct votes at tﬁe stotkho]ders
meetings). Holding bonds means that we have loaned a set amount of
monéy (thé 1n1£ia1 valué of the bonds) to.the corporation and will
receive that émoﬁnt plus interest back after a specified period of
time. .Specuiation occurs in securities, with individuals who hold
them selling their holdings to other individuals on.the securities
exchanges through intermediaries, brokers.

Thus, we have responsibility for the operations of thpse cor-
poratfons ih which we have invested, as we are giving them fhe bene-
fit of our financial resources. Many of the corporations we own
stock in,'of bonds froﬁ, ﬁrofit from the war in Asia, either through
the ﬁanufacture of military goods and rendering of services to the
military, or through_their.interests.fn Southeast Asia which are pro-
tected ahd furthered by fhe waf. Some of the more_outstandihg exam-
ples follow: ! | | |
Corporation ~ Stanford's Value of direct Invo]vement

Investment Dod contracts " in S.E. Asia
(thousands of dollars)

1. A.T. & T. 12,551,000 931,233,000 only DGD

2. Chase Man- © 1,482,000 : - - Hong Kong, Papua
hattan Bank, Indonesia, Malaysia,
NLA, _ _ New Guinea, Singa-

pore, Phiilipines,

S. Vietnam, Thailand2

3. FHMC Corp’ 342 140,911 -



4. Ford Motor 2,316 345,877 Indonesia,

Corp. Phillipines,
oy Thailand
5. General Elec- 1,798 1,000,452 Indonesia
tric Company
6. IBM Corp. - 2,901 256,052 2
7. Royal Dutch 875 - Brunei, Cambodia
Shell Group Hong King, Malay-

sia, Loas, Phil-
1ipines, Singa-

pore, S. Vietnam,
Thailand, Pacific

Islands
8. Sperry Rand 716 399,888 -
Corp.
9. Standard 0i1 1,230 229,188 ‘{ndonesia, Thai-

land, Malaysia

In addition to these, Stanford owns stock in many other war pro-
fiteers, such as Atlantic Richfield, General Motors, General
Telephone and Electric, Gulf 011, Hercules, Hewlitt-Packard, IT&T,
Standard Gi1 of Calif., Standard 0il of Indiana, Tenneco, and
Texaco.

This negative case (some go even farther, and contend
that Stanford should resolutely refuse to make any di-
vect contribution to resolving the housing problem
{except as it may decide to house an increased number
of its own students, faculty and staff).) would be far
more compelling if Stanford had confined itself to the
educational function alone--if Stanford had not devel-
oped an industrial park and a shopping center, and had
not already leased land for the construction of middie
and upper-income homes and apartments for non-Stanford
residents (Stanford Hills, Oak Creek). A considerable
share of the local housing shortage is a by-product of
inaustrial growth on Stanford lands; rent levels and
the purchase price of heomes have been driven up by the
influx of new employees into the area. The conmittee
believes that when the university (or any other institu-
tion, including a minicipality) contributes to creating



a severe social probiem, it has some responsibility for con-
tributing to a solution of the problem. '

Wright Committee Report
The President's Ad Hoc Comm. on Housing

There are oL major premises of this call for the.first Stanford
Town Congress and Project Dig In, and a number of facts that bring
forthis call to act.
Premises:
1. There is jnkarent worth and power in every human Tife.
2. Every:human being must have the right to perticipate in
decisions that directly effect her or his Tife.

The facts laid out in pamphlet &,2,3 and 4 of the call for the
first Stanford Town Congréss address four specific facts that are all
ongoing actions of what has been known as Stanford University, but
what is actually Stanfbrd corporations and what we uﬁdersfand to be
Stanford toWn; The normal functions of Stanford Town invelve the
ownership of stocks and bonds in major war-related industry; the
ownership of land on which.major war-related industry is housed; the
present management, termed trustees, has ownershfﬁ, leadership and
vested interest in corporations that directly contribufe to the war
in Indochina.and who gain from the extension of United States interestis
throughout-the.world. Stanford Town also brings thousands- of individuals :
to live in or around Stanford Town. It is a major empleyer in the
Mid-Peninsula and hosts a huge labor force (industrial park, shopping

center, hospital facilities and university) that cannot presently be



housed in the nearby surrounding area. These activities and their
expansion are continually putting pressure on the desperate need
for low and moderate income houses in this geographic area.

There is no effective recognized power to implement corporate
decisions, consider issues and take initiative other than the board
of trustees of Stanford Town. This is the same logic of a corpor-
ation town, where individuals who make up the town or work in the
town have no say in the decisions that effect their lives. This
poinf becomes blurred unless it is kept in mind that Stanford
University has all the onagofng activities as listed in pamphlets
1,2,3 and 4, and is not simply a place where reasdnab%e men and
women get together to discuss things. There are a variety of major -
decisions and interests continually going on in Stanford Town.

A number of individuals are in the midst of struggling to
change this monopoly on power. Non-violent means cannot be effective
in any great magnitude unless the small group of men who have the
present power in Stanford Town recognize our two premises: the
inherent right of an individual to participate in major decisions
that effect his or her life and the inherent worth and power of an
individuai.

The politics of fear and the life it breeds compounds with
already present personal feelings of impotence in changing society
and contribute to a feeling of confustions, helplessness, anger,

fear, escapism and isolation. Those who are interested in seeing



fundamental change in sbﬁiety take'place, must récognize that
working for these changes will involve major conflicts. Conflict
and violence must not'be confuéed. To engage in struggle for
chahge invo]ves'1ong hard conflict; yet, we can try to conduct this
struggle in a ménnér of 1ife rather than fear and death.
| We therefore call for a Stanford Town Congress and suggest
oberation Dig In as the context for this first gathering of the com-
munity. We do not wish at the preseht tb'become an incorporated
township but to have democratié representation within Stanford Town
under the present land sitﬁation.

If the Stanford wan Congress 1nitia11y comes together over
issues we can develop the organ{zation of the Congress over a period
of time. What we suggest is that all staff (administration), students,
and faculty of Stanford University be given one vote. Particular
jssues will be put before the Congress'and differing opinicns on
those issues will be voiced. The individual members of.the Congress
will either put forth their own positions on an issue or support those
put forth by someone else. The member§ will then vote for the position
they favor. The Congress as a whole will have to figure out what number
of votes gain support to have a position'put into action; It is there-
fore'suggested that the Stahfofd Town Coﬁgfess needs a context in which
to begih its proceedingé. | | | | |

Context: that given Stanford University's ho1d1ngs in a number



