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STANFORD - Members of the Palo Alto Tenanis Unlon (PATU ), wh"ich includes _bo.’rh students
and townspeople, have erected a smali "tent city" next to Memorial Hall'ot_: -S__.h:_ir_aforc_i ._’ro dramatize
the need for more housing.Fpr low and moderate income Familie.s in the M'id—-Penins;Uld;
Erected Monday, the "city™ consists of two small tents and one \r.\(i.fh a capaé.ir)'/. of 30 persons.
. Tuesday afi.'e-rh.oon the PATU laced up the large tent's en{;.rqnce.ﬁnd cgre.éc:l ro'. leave it unoccupied after
fleld ests by Sqn'rc: Cldm County Fire Momhqi John Baker showed ifs fabric.was hughly flammable ..
| SmaH groups of PATU supporters saf outs:de in the shade Tuesduy qufle’rmg passersby and about
half-a dozen spe.n’r'Mo’ndc:y. night ‘_rhe_r:e in sleepmg bags. -Folfo_wmg_ a"_T'Ue'sday morning meeting with
PATU re_p.r.esentaﬁ\\}es, Associates Provost Robert Rosenzweig said: |
"Since the fents went up Monday morning, we have .been. irying to 'c_abtci.h more .précise |
_ i.nformuﬁo.n on the uses to which they will be put, and h§w long Hney will be left U|$'; Tt s our
present understanding that the fents wiii be taken down over the We_ekend and that there is no
intention ’rhq_’r_. péop[e will actually live in them, | |
"Given the present state .oF things, we h’ave'.rdken';sé\;erql é’reps, | First, the County Fire
Marshal has been infqrmed of the existence of ’rhe tents and .he is fnquiring jn:h_;: any potential fire
hazard they may present, This is obviously necessary in view Qf'the highly da_ngérous flre conditions
in the Bay Area, gene.r.cllly., Second, we'ha.\fe._informed the County'Heal’rh_al..lt_-h'ori.’_ries . We assume
that they will be alert to any public health prﬁblems rh'at. migh’r-.'drise' 5 |
"Clearly, either our understanding of the situation may be wrong, or circum_srdnéé.s may
CEunge . In e.ith'.er.case, other action might be called for, cnd.'we _dre- watching events with that in mind."
Earlier this month, the University. announced r.he selection oF:the 5_fc1nford—Mid_-Peninsulc Urban
Coalition as sponsor and.d_ev_eloper for approximately 200 housing units for low and m.odefqte income
families in a 'racidlly bdlanced deife!opmehf oh campus.
| The project is planned for an ]8-acre site at the :nfersechon ok che MI“ Road and Peter
Coutts Rood ad;ommg faculty=-staff housmg on Frenchman 5 Hill and across ’rhe street from Hewlett-

Packard's headquarters complex in the Stanford indus’r_rial Park .

(more)__ ; ' | ' ;s 9/29/70
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A committee report published last spring recommended "phased development™ of 600 to 2,000
housing units for low and moderate income families on campus. But it also pointed out that the total
need can be met only fhrough‘ihe combined efforts of several mid-Peninsula communities.

In an interview published in Tuesdoy.‘s Stanford Daily, Executive Director lra Hall of the Urban
Coalition, said: "In terms of the demond {for more housing}, I think the University’s response should |
be much more than 200 units. However, | think they will have to get their feet wet before jumping in."

Recently elected a Stanford alumni trustee af age 26, Hall said he ugreed with the conclusions
of last spring"s committee study. The Coalition estimates total housing needs for low and nig_g_:lg_rate
income families on the Peninsula at 80,000 units over the next 20 years, not counting San Francisco
or San Jose.

PATU spokesman Jean Hobson told a Radical Caucus meeting on campus Menday night that the
tents were designed to dramatize the University's complicity in the present housing shortage. PATU
leaflets charge that "Stanford’s land development policies encourage profiteble, war~related industry
at the éxpense of housing for working people "

Miss Hobson told her audience of 150 that 100 persons in low and moderate income families
had been evicted from their homes in downfown Palo Alto to make room for new high rise construction
“there . |

jim Shoch, o former Stanford student, suggested that the University should prov.ide housing
for "all oppressed people who want to live here," implying mainly those o Hhe Bay Area.

He said the demand for housing was revolutionary, because capitalism can't meet the need for
housing and it is .no’r profitable to do so. Janet Weiss, a graduate student convicted on contempt of
court charges stemming from capus disturbances last spring, said “that’s @ demand they can't meet.”
The University couldn't afford to have hordes of workers living in the "heartland of "imperialism,"
she said.,

An initial effort to establish ’rhe.’rent city on the oval in front of Stanford's Main Quadrangle

Sunday ended quietly when leaders were advised that they would not be welcome .
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