NEDICIKE AND THE WAR IN VIEIMAL

mach one of us has an individusl religious and ethicel background

which beers upon his decision to participate in the military. In
addition, we as physiclans have a unigue responsibility to humanity
whieh we express in the Oath of Geneva, It 1s this responsibility which
crentes Tor us & nonscombatant role in the military, It is this
responsibility which requires that we speak out today against the.
practices of the willitary. Lo ' _ : ;

1. Cen the physician practice good medicine 1ln the military?

2, Can the physician practlce ethical nedicine in the military?

3, Can we as physiclans tolerate the actions of our military

toward the peoples of Southeast Asla® -

In regard to the first guestion, the Army Fleld Mernunl states:

. upe Army Medical Service 1s a supportfing service of the
cogbat elements of the Army primarily concerned with the
maintenance of the health and fishting efficiency of the
‘troops. The mission of the medical service in a theater of
operations is to conserve nanpower by recomiendling, and =
providing technical supervision of the iwplementation of,
measures for safeguarding the health of the troops, effective

. medical care, and early return to duty; and to contribute
‘directly to the military effort by providing adequate
medical treatment and rapld orxderly evacuation for the
steXk and wounded.® _ _
The fact that early return to duty is one of the physiciants goals
prevents the best. possible treatment for_an_individual soldier, How can
7 physiciazn wish tospeed the recovery of a gsoldier so that he may sgain
po out into the fleld and be further wmaimed or killed?

The answer to the second question is also "Neo.," The reslities of
the Vietnam war require trained physlelans to violate the Qath of Genevy
and choose patients and procedures with political motives. Tor example,
acecording to an article in [ilitary bedicine, "one of the msjor objectives
of the hedical Civil Assistant Frogran (i0CAF) ig the maintenance of
the favorable imepe of the Central Government of Vietnam and of the U.§.
in the minds of the reneral population...The U.5. Kilitary Hospitals
(HEDCAF 1Y) admit selected Vietnamese clvillians for 'high impact'{highly
visible) surgical precedures such as correction of harelips, while
hundredg of war injured clvilians have 1ittle or no access to medical
facilities." In Vietnam, "trispe" extends not only to degree of injury
tut to degree of acceptance of US military objectives -« Americans are
srented before ARVN before. Vietnamese civillans, and perhaps in
1ow-pressure situations, then also Viet Cong. The Army said it clearly
at the 1967 AkA convention: "In the war to win men's minds, medicine
can be considered to be a 'weapon'.” _ _ :

inally, can we &as physiciang tolerate the actlions of our military
in’ Southeast Agia where, as Dr. Henry Kaplan {Chairmen, Badlology Dept
Stanford i.edical School) has put it, more people are killed in ;.week o
than & physiclan can -expect to save in & lifetime? 'The answer is NO:
we cannot and will not stand by quietly wnile our government, 1n our
nawe, destroys the lives we are comzitted by our oaths, ocur conscisences
) L]
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snd our humaniiy to rrotect,




