o R

guotes:

Twenty-two UH-1N¥'s are urgently needed as attritlon replacement
by the Marines to provide command and control, movement of reccon-
naissance teams, medical evacuation, search snd rescue, psychologilcal
warfare, wire-~laying and administrative suppert missions .... An
additional 40 of these helicopters are requlired by the Navy for sup-
port missions on LPH's, LHA's, asszault and support carriers, crulsers
and other nonaviation ships. 1In situations reguiring combat hell-
copter support, tactical hellicopters based aboard the carrlers are
not avallable for supvrort missions when most urgently reguired because
the combat and support missions occur simultaneocusly. Support heli.
copters must be provided to allow tactical vehieles to perform their
asgigned mission,

The Marine Corps Is now employing the AH-1 armed hellcopter in
Vietnam to provide suppressive fire support for Marine forces,

If we have learned anything at all from Vietnam, we learned that
one of the best ways in the world to clear & beach or clear a jJungle
ares or disvose of guerllla forees 1s with vertical infiltration,
which requires -the ability to move troops by vertical takeoff and
landing aircraft. Certainly the (AH-1) Cobra gunship, for instance,
furnishes the kind of firepower on pinpoint targets which I do not
think we should ever be wlthout 1f we are going to conduce operations
llke this,

The Marine Corps reguirement for the (heélicppter) forces stated
was developed in a study of the Marine Corps amphiblious mission by
the Marine Corps Develdbpment Center in which three contingency secenarios
were war-gamed, In additlion, the actual experience of over four years
of intensive helicopter combat operations in Vietnam have velidated
these Marine Corps stated recgulrementsa,

The mobility, dispersion, and vertical-lift helicopter capability,
provided by the LHA and LPH/LPD types of ships, idezallv suit amphibious
forces for operatlons throughout the spectrum of modern warfare,
including operations in & nuclear environment. These helicovter- and
surface~borne forces are uniquely gualified by mission, doctrine,
crganization eguipment, and exverience to project seaborne combat
power ashore against resistanee. Because of the capabllity of U.S.
amphibious task forces to launce attacks from the zea a2t times and
places of their choosing, the almost infinlte number of possible
helicopter landing areas, and the large number of bheaches sulitable
for surface assault or for seaborne suvport of hellecopter veritlcal
envelopment, historically potential enemies have deployved a vastly
kisproportionate number of ccastal defense and mblle forces to
counter the trreat of an amphiblous assault.... Amphibious task forces
can provide a continued presence in unrestricted international waters
close to a crisls area, They possess the unlilgue characteristics of
independence from developed ports and airheads and the gself-contained
capablility to support and sustain combat powsr projected ashore
through a2 wide range of environments. Such forces need not grant of
passage, are immune to political objections, and can proceed without
revealing final destination, They preclude the necessity for securing
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guarantees or agreements for staging, transit, overflight or basing,
payment rent, or prepositioning of supplies. Amphiblous task forces,
forward deployed to crislis area, can be retalned offshore as 2 show
of force and a dexonstration of United SBtates concern.

Their presence without commitment, may prevent or limlt the Intro-
duction of third party forces, and also insures that insurgent forces,
conaider the consequence of their actions in terms of U, S. involve-
ment., When reguired, they can land their landing forces over un-
prepared heaches or in helicopter landing zones within a few hours
after notification. They are able to apply selectively the amount of
force appropriate to the situation., An immedlate responsiveness to
national decigions 1s thus provided; further, these landing forces can
be retracted just as rapidly, providing national autherities with
positive control over the level and duration of U.S. commitment., It
is these characteristics that eplitomize the amphlibious task force in
conflicts at all levels of intensity.



