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Bruce Franklin and the FBI

It Has Happenened Here!

By HERB ROROCK

MNoarly five vears ofter Slanford's Board
ol Trusices fired £nglish Professor H. Bruce
Franklin, the Federal Bureau of [nves tigstion
has relesscd documenls that revenl It unons-
mousiy malled coples ol obes clippings and
virculary shaut Fronklio o trustcos o en-
couruge thom "o Ltake some positive uction
dgiinst such w person as Fromldin ... end
insist thul Frunklin be removed [rom his poe-
itlon at Sanlord, "

The FBI mplling oceured in June 1089, a
year and o haulf belore Stanford President
Richard Lyman loitlated tho year long discip-
tinsry proceedings ugulust Franklin, The
muiling included copies of docwments bearing
Wbt rvlum sddress of the Young Americuns

“for Freedom chaper st Seanford,

Gther memos show thal the LBl psed the
San Franclacy Exuminer repoder Ed Mant-
pomery to create the articles Lhe FLUL Iater
muiled the truscess amd lovesliputod witnes-
6 who appeurcd on Frankiin's behal f durlog
hin dicipl Loy boaring belore Saantard's
Fpenlty Advisary Rourd,

EARLY HISTOURY
The 81 began surveillance of Franklio in

. 1966 lollowing hin autspolen oppesition to the
“Yietnem War, his membership in the Stanford

Commlttee for Pesve, and his participation

in lawful activitles apuinst s napalm plant in

Redwood City,
In March of 19 _
'\-} b ! = = k il (84
in the burcau's Heserve Index — a lodex usod
to monltur persons who might bear watehing
in the evenl of u nutionul emergency,

Later, in May of 1968, Frunklin's nsme
was moved o Lhe Security Indey, a second
file. Once in this index, Frapklin wus tagged
for apprebension and detention under the pro-
visions ol the Eymiergeoavy Deicolion Act, as
u person dungorous bo the Internul sceurily
during n nutional crisis,

" The FBI initially ineluded ¥raoklin in their
Reserve Tndex aind Seeurity Index despite the
fact thal be hud never been arrested or chir-
ged with ary wrime, It's guarterly report on
Framklin poted that he had boen scguitted the
proviows manth of charges slemiming [rom a
demonstrntion the previouws Navemher, but
roacummelded Keeping Frunkhin in the Secur-
ity Tndex becnuse "he is reportedly ane of the
founciers af the MU (Hoveluliosicy Uoion), a
Murxist-1eninist organization, thol adheres
o Hmrp-rutinips of Mao Tac-tung. ™

FBI WANTFED FRANKLIN FIRED

On May 14, 1969, FBI Director J. REdgar
Hoover wrotge hlg San Franeisen olfice that
“Frunkhin, in e pesition of Assveiuie Pro-
teasor of English ut Stminford Univereily, rop-
rescnts v of the raose militmt rodieal ox=
lremists on AmeTican oampuses, and his
background has heen well documented pubslio-
1.

Ooe of 1be publie deoeuments Hoover rofored
towad 5 Marel 21, 1900 setiole by Fo Monr-
goutery ie the San Uriuelseo Sumdny Bxaminer
& Chronicle that elaimed o deseribe Frank-
lin®s r.'-rﬁ'ulut"r.r-r:n-.f ohjoctives, Heewvor eould
ol hav e been surprised when ho rend thal
avtiole, siuce b led pogasetoed thas soeli i
artiche B¢ writien,

In Febyuary W69, Hoover suggestod that

& ""cooperative news medin sulwroe' inter-
view Franklin aboul his relationship with

"W close asavekale’ who lived in Ching and
a "youny ietend” who had served in the Red
Guard, " Montgomery subscyuently intoryicw=
erd Franklin, and his March 23 urticle ident-
ified the “cluse associnte" as William How-
ard Hinton, and the "young friend” as Chris-
topher Milton,

Upover later propasced thet & pamplel about
Franklin be prepared and "boe anonymaously
pasted o all members of the Bourd af ‘I'rust-
ees of Stanford, to aelected alumnus, and
other appropriale individuals neluding the
Governor, seudlors und congressmoen of Cal-
ifornia, "

The Bun Franeiaco office replied on May 20
tha “u ¢irculur mide trom duplicuting MONT-
GOMERY'S artivle , ., . iz being dlswributed in
the Pulo Alte and Stanford area, " The cireul-
ar advisoed that additicau! copies could be nb-
tained frowm P, O, Box 3647, Stunford, Cal-
ilornin, which the FRT noted “is 4 box an the
Stanlord Thniversity Campus utilized by the
Young Amerieans [ur Fresdom, "

The loval FRI requested authority to dls-
tribute copivs ol both the March 23 article
und another Monlgomery article that sppeared
coincidently on May 19, four days aller Hooy-
er's reguest for a pamplet or brochure on
Fraoklin, The twoe articlos would be muiled
Lo "selected individuals huving apparcal in-

flugnee vyex the Stanford Sudl and Pacully,

urging them Lo use thia infllucace to Tid Stan-
ford af this menace to the demueratic future
of their childrew,

Appavently Hoover approved the muiling,

O Celober 31, 19684, the Sun Franclisco of-
tlee reported that sines June 196% both Monl-
pomery avleles had been genl o the Trig-
tcce, selected alwnnd, and loeal polilicual
figures, Aguin the FRI noled thut the mailing
“appears w heve its orlgin with , ., the Youy
Americans for Froedam, "

It ia not ¢lear [rom the FDL memos whether
the Stunford YAF chapter knowingly cooperited
with the FREI in this cadesvar, Key purtions of
the memos have been deleted, and the FBI nev-
er aesime responaibility for the ariginal dis-
ribulion of Mantpomery’'s March 23 article.
However, the clreular says thal more copies
of the reprinted article cun be ebialned [rom
the YAE, wid the I'DLl's May 20 memo regucst—
ed “authority to prepare additiona]l Xerox
copies of the coclosed 3729769 vircular and
altech it to Xerox copies of the ED MOKTGON -
ERRY article dated 5/19764, " Why the word
additionul if the 131 had sot participated in
prepalalion ol the originad virculur?
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ADVISBORY BOARD HFEA RING

The FBI was aware that thelr dnunymous
mailing bad "little clfect with the Trustees
05 FRANKLIN conlinues as Assistant (sic)
Professor in the English Deparument und i
stll aetive in RU activites, "Throughout 1970
they devised a number of 80 called Yeounter-
intelligence” operalions with the objoctive
of "neutralivieg™ Frankiin and the RU, By the
end of Lhal your, the Fidl had not been succes-
ghl,

However, carly in 1971, Stanford President
Richued Lymun [lilod charges before the Fac-
ulty Advisory Board w [ire Franklin for hiy
alleged role I demonatrations against Henry
Cabet Lodge and the U, 8, invasion of Laos.
No one knowvs whethor the Advizory Bourd
nembers regeived U FET mailings or wuere
influcneed by anvane who did, But the FIIL
mailcd Montgomery's arlicles to the trusioos
who made (he deciaion o fire Franklin, And
the FRI was busy throughout the Advisary
Board heavings,

On November g., 197, Hoayer told the Sun
‘oilice that four persons =- in-
cludlng GRAPEVINE staffer Lenny Siegel ==
hadl nppeared as witnessos for Franklin, o=
uver requested the locsl FBI w dutormine
whether those witneases wore manbers of
Franklin's “Venceremons Organization (V)
or other sifversive argnnizativons, ' He also
usked the 1oeal wifice to “Tdentify other indiv-
idtals who have sppoarcd as witnesses on
behalf of Franklin, st the curreat hearing,
tn determine If they ure sffilinted with.the
VO or engaged 1n subversive activities,

FRANKLIN'S ACLU SUTT

Fur the pust four years, the American
Civil Liberties Lnjon has been representing
Franklis in an attempt lo have ©m reinstated
at Stanford with back pay, The ACTHU may
be able W wse the TR memus 1o question the
irustees about how they arrived al theic dee-
igion to fire ['rapklia, Stanford is proparing
o anywer such questiuns, Boh Beyers, Dir-
cetoT of Stunford's News and Publicutions
Dapartment, has wriltten for & copy of the
FBIT documenls Frunklin releasced 1o tia press.
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