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How the FBI 'nailed’ H. Bruce Franklin

...hy faking letters, using Ed Montgomery as a “choperstive iews source” and planting stories in the SF Exuminer

By Burton H, Wolfe

To: SAC |Special Agent in Chargel
San Pranciso
From;: Director, 1]
Subject; Counterintdligence & Special
Orpesrations
INamie blankedl oul by FBI is in
sructed to mail to |James] Burnbam
[scholar and aulhor on communism)],
o Natinan| Review [Willinm Buck
lev's memarine, whah Barnham serves
as wrilorelitar] . . . an ur]girmi ur
readahle copy of Franklin’s paper on
‘Protracted War' 'The following 1y
written nule should aceompany the

e (lisiaiment:

Falo Allo, Calilorais
(Thisted

My, James Burnbam:

Your thesis The Protracted Conflict’
MR VAT lamely  ralionabizes &
people’s clectorial mandate m Chile
s Marxise-Lenindst | protracted  wia
fare. The vivtory ol the proletarial
b Chile is an cxample of the natural
cvolutin of Thisd Waorld Porees 1o
o ialism [Fhe typewritten note
covmlalin several more }.DI:I]: gonliniey

RHW].

II.B, Franklin
Stanford Luiversily

Tt s Telt this note will stimulabe
Burnham bto read and carcfully ana-
Jrzo Franklin's document on ‘Protracted
War' and wery lkely cause him o
ke Snquities snd Therealte wirite
{the semwinder b illegible bul seems
b expiress the B pesumplion. Burn-
ham will write something vrfovorable
iy 5 national megeelne, s creating
diﬂ]t"ull ies Tor Frankling.

e excerpted ma-
terial (left) is taken
from a nearly unread-
able photocopy of a
typical memorandum
t by FBI headquar-
ters in Washington,
D.C.. to the bureau's
San Francisco office
during 1968, '69 and
70, when the FBI
was trying to discred-
it former Stanford U-
niversity professor H.
Bruce Franklin and

cause him to be fired.

The “typewritten note” pur-
portedly signed by Franklin ac-
tually was composed by an FBI
agent,

The memo aml bogus nole comprise
one o more than 1,000 pages of doc-
uments on Franklin obitained [rom the
Bl by the American Civil Liler
ties Union's Coloradn offics under the
recently amended Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, The documents show huow
the FBI faked letlers, vreated false
rumon about Franklin to damage his
professional und pnlith:ﬂl reputations,

anid planted stories with “cooperative
news mesdia”™ sourees and then wsed
them to discredit Franklin after they
were published, The major “coopers-
tive news media source™ o emerge
from the documents s the San Fran-
eiseo Fxaminer: more specifically, its
now relired Pulitzer Prive winning ro-
porter, Fid Montgomery.

The Colorads ACLU has gathered
the documents on Franklin as his part-
ner in & lawsuil, Alter Franklin was
firsd from his job st Stanford in 1972
for inciling students to occupy the
campus computer center during an
anti-Vielnam war demonstration in
1971, he spplicd for a position @t
{he: Uniiversity of Calorado. The Colo-
rado University Board of Regents re
fused 0 hire him on the basis of
reports on his condudt al Stunford.
F ranklin sied the regents lost in the
US District Courl al Denver, then ape
pealed ta the 10th US Circuit Court
of Appeals.

While the suit is pending. Franklin
teaches English @t Rutgers University
in Newark, New Jersev, He has told
newspaper reporters he also intends to
sue the FBI and the ClA beoans:
“documents they have relusd to re
lesise reves] much worse conducl on
their parts,™

Documents furnished hy the Colo-
radue ACHL! to the press show the CIA,
the Air Force, the Intemnal Revenue
Servive and the SF Examioer alded
the FBl in its campalgn against Frank-
lin. While the Demver Post, the Rocky
Mountuin News and other prominent

dally newspapers have publishod stor-
ics basedd on an ACLU press. mi-lne

shout the documents, San Francisco's
monopoly  newspaper  partners, the
{ hronicle and Examiner, have blacked
il out,

According fo the ACTU release. on
Feb. 19, 1969, the FBI planiml @
dubious compilalion of Franklin's writ-
ings with & “eooperative news media
sairce’’ later identifisid as the Fxam:
iner's Montgnmery. ““The FBI also m-
quested its news media sovroe to Inter-
view Franklin for what the FBI calls
‘further details,” but whi! was in fact
an alfempt to lend ﬂﬁiﬂ}ﬂﬂ‘! b the
FBI’s manufaciured story,” the ACLLU
rihease states,

On March 23, 1969, a story head-
Line) “laltists Lift Lid on Revulu-
tionary Plans,” by Fd Montgomery,
Wi puh]i!h&d in the Examiner. A
cording lo Ihe ACLL, it “followed
closely the ‘story line' recormmended
by the FBL."

A second anti-Franklin article by
Montgomery, “"Militants Aims Come
Inta Focus.” was publishod by the Fx-
aminer on May 19, 1969, An FBI
mema attached to it noled how the
buresu was distributing the article in
tha Palo Alto-Stanford uren ta dis
credit Franklin,

Montgomery's articles stated thut
Franklin wus heading the Hevolu.
tianary Union, identified by Maont
gomoery as  group of “Marcist-Maoist
leaders from within the underground
Red Cuard, the Students for a Demo-
eratic Socicty, the Resistance, Progres-
sive Labor Party and similar Com-
munist dominated geoups ™ Franklin
was identified by Mentgomery as “un
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H. Bruce Franklin

‘Consideration is being given todiscrediting
Franklin because of his radical, violent and
revolutionary position...”

avowed Marxist-Maoist revelullonary
who cofounded the loca) Red Guard.”
Pocuments obtained by the ACLU
show that the FRI began this adverse
publicitv campaign with a memo [rom
Washington headgquarten 10 San Fran-
visco dated Dec. 31, TO6EL L stated:

“Howard Bruee Frankbin fssgral

e —

Examiner, the FBI reproduced [hem
amd sent themm to Stanford Lniver-
sity’s faculty and administrative stafl
in an effort to get Franklin fired.
On Mav 20, 1869, the SF Special
Agent n Charze wrole o the hr-
ector of the FRI:

“Relerencod Bureau lelter proposcd

.
wurds ol Identificstion blanked ot that @ Plﬂi!‘{h'flt or h“""?"‘“‘ be pre
will appear al i fnrum wilh other edu- pivw] reflecting Franklin's position at

cators in mid-janwary, 1968 Consid-
station ¥ bring given 1o dicrediting
Mim  becase of - hw o radienl;
and revolutionary pesition. It is notesl
e is ]:l-n"sl'.l'l-tl:l EI‘I‘.‘I..‘DI'.U}T‘LI il Stanford
University as Prolessor of English, Palo
Alto Branch o

“Thiough sourves availablpsd you,
ohtain g written ur';.fn'l'th muterial
prepared by hith oeddentified with him
in whieh hehas advovated rovololion
indiog #iolence to illegally change our
fjorm of governanent which could be
publically [sic] used 1o dincredit him,
Thix material shuuld reach the Bureiu
by 19668 and be marked Aftention
[ blanked out bw FBIL Internal
Security Seition.’

"You should wse iscretion i you
ingquiries and insure the Burraw is not
cinbarrassed.”

A memo sent to YDirector, FBI™
from “SAC. Sin Francisco™ on Feh.
14, 1960, discussed plars tn supply a
“pooperative prews media sourcn with
the taterinls dug up on Franklin in
response to [hie memo from Winhing-
ton dated Dec. 31. 1984 The Seocvial

Agent in Charge (SAU) of the 5F offize .

ysterd: I'"l.':irl.rl.ll'.lgh i coopetalive nHws
medin souree an arlicle cold he pro-
pared questioning the identity of the
‘myslery man’ Isection blanked out]
wha has lived in China and who is
workingg “behind the scenes’ with
Frunklin and [section blanked ow]
could be jdentilied as the ‘young friend’
[long section of mulerial Istanked oul],”

“It is intesesting to pole Franklin
indicated his peronal knowledge of
events in China primarily resulted
frrin his acquululuu:ﬁhlp writh 2 "ol
assoviate’ and a “young friend "

The memo wenl an ta sugpest "brisl
ing the conperative news media source
... nokdng towsrdy publication of an ar-
ticle waleulated to disrupt the relation-
ship between Franklin and [name
Blankeil nat by FBIL.™

The FBI hen provided the Fuam-
iner's  Montgomery with around TO
pages of reports on aclivities and
wlr}mﬁ by Framklin. After Monit-
gomery’s articles were published in the

Stanford University und the subversive
activities in which he i involved,
posted bo meonlers
Trosiers, slected Alumni, ote,
_+*Enclosad far the Bureau is a olip.
ping uf & newspapes articlo appearing
iy the San Franciseo Faaminer news.
papurwwhich is o followup of his
"Monteomery 5| first article_which re
flevted revolulionay aclivil i on the
part of Bruce Franklin and olhes
clements lsie]..

“Also cocloged for the Boreau is a
copy ol a circular mule [rom dup
licating Moatgumery’s article ol
3;23:69. which is broing distributed
in (e Palo Alto-Stanlord area

* 1t i felt that this cirenlur of the
1223:69 article, logether with this new
article of 51989, could very well
be directed fo parents of Stanford
students, selevted Ahumwi, Board of
Truslees at Stanforil, ete., cncouraging
them o lake somc positive aclion
againet such u person as Franklin who
iz an educator of their childrea: wil
jtisist that Frindlin be removed from
his pessition =t Stamlord.

The memo concluded will & resjoest
from the SAC of San Francisco. for
“artharity to prepare addiljons) Xerox
copics. .and commence mailing 1his
material to seloyted individuals having
apparcnl [nfluence over the Stanford
Stall and Faculty, urging them to use
this influence to rid Stanford of this
menace to hwe democraliv future of
their children. 1t Is felt this eirvu-
laticon should begin prumplly beforo
this nowapaper article breomes stale.™

Charles W. Batos, grown famous
for his involvement in the Patricla
Hearst kidnaping caye. wias Special
Agent in Charge of the FBI's olfice
in SF from July 1967 w0 April 1970,
as he i again after having woarked
bricfly in Chicage wul Washington
in 1971 and 1972. | phoned him,
read him portioss of the documen!s
abtained by the ACLU and questioned
him wbout his cole in the Franklio
affair.

“1 have no personal recollection.”
Bates said, "I ion't recall this hap-
pening at the time T was here.”

1 asked bim how that eould lwe in
view of the fact be was in charge
of the office and all the memos sent
to Washington were marked *‘from
SAC, San Francisco.™

“Everylhing thousands of cases 4
month - that oomes through here goes
st with the notation ‘Special Agenl
in Charge,” ” Dales explained. “Tve
soen m Wt of ‘cm, bot 1 don't soe
all of thom, In 1868 we hed ten
thuasard cases a mwsath, 1F It involved
something ke a shooting vr bank rob-
bery nr some important case, I'd know
ahout il Bt otherwise, T wouldn’t
evin see it Tt woulkd be handisl by
the agenl wha handled that particular
malter.””

| thon asked Bates if he would i
o lind out which agent ar agents
were responsible for the anti-Franklin
campaign snd why it was gemerated
b the FBI

“No, I'm not geing to mike anv
efforl to liod out which agent did il
Bates toplied, “Cur headiuarters
knows what happeoel, and i any
action is Lo betaken, they'l) dodt.”

Finally, | asked Bates i he con
domed the Faking of leiters and plant-
ing of storics in {he Fxaminer.

“Well, now, as to imder whal oo
tions these things happened, | can't
discuss that. Thiz was & long lime ago
and I'm not about tn discuss why 1
drowve a Middel T Ford at some time
in the past. 1 don't have the knowl
cdige nr leel compelent 1o answer any
guestions about matters which hap-
pened vears ago amd 1 personally
had no knowledge of what was laking
place. Also, vou undenstand there is
a pending case and under the rules
laid down by the Allorney Cieneral
' lirnited as to what | can sy
about & maiter that is in litigation.”

[ phaned and wrote Fd Monlgaimerny,
too. but hic lawyer, Bernard Petrie,

storv ‘with me: Patrie explainel to me
in & phone conversation that he e
Montgomery feel the story <hould nol
be discnssed boeause it centers on FRI
documerls that have been made part
of a vourt procealing. Montgumery
did write e a hricf lelter denving
tha! the FRI planted the Examiner’s
anti-Franklin stories with Vo This
is “falwe," Montpomery wrate

Maybe il's the term “plmited” he
objects to. 1 use il in the sensc of the
dormments that are now part of a court
repord in Colorade; the FB degided
it wonld be helplul to have ¢ “enopera-
Hyve mealia sourec™ pithlihh anti-FFrank.
bin material (hat could then be photo-
copied and distribulesd to influentiol
peaple. To that end the FBI supplied
Montgomery with material on rank-
lin hat shirwed op in his sy lined
Examiner story within a month siller
he got il

While 1 have no explanation [rom
?u-‘]nnt_gnumr}- of w}]}r he considers the
documented ovitkence of planied stoles
to be “Talse,” hore is nine he ofcrsd
Pat MeGreve, stall writer for {he Denver
Pust, ina mephum- LA s

“We had vur own iofiltralors and
dida’t rely on the FBL T don't know
what the ACLU Is predicating this
staloment on. "Lhoere’s been a myth
griow Lp aboul this

“Nosl of the infortmation contained
in the story mme from an inter-
view [ did with Franklin in his home
We foll oul later, but st the lime he
gave me an hour inferview. ™

Staff wiiler Molraw failed 1o eplain
in the Past story including this reple
that the inlerview jteelf was suggestod
by Ihe FBI. A lolior to the SF Special
Agent in Clusrge from the FBI Director,
daterd Feb, 9. 1969, stated: “you might
consider dirscting vour vews modia
siiree to ioterview Franklin amlior
[name blanked out] for [urther details,
The Burcan will be pleased 1o enter-
tain swny recommendalions you may
havein this regard.”

o dises L Feankln

Montgomery interviewed Franklm
within three weeks afler he was =0
“directed” by somebody in the FBI's
affice.

His stories were exclusive. The FBI
did not Iry to work with any other
reporiers.

There are other reasony why “there
has been a myvth grow up about this”
as Montpomery puls 11 In an April
1976 report of the Senate Sclect Com
mittee to Shsly (Government Opera-
i, ietailing “Tntelligence Activities
and the Rights of Amerans,” Monl-
gomery's tole in the FBI's infamous
CowmtelPro It:_:l:.'iul'lll'|‘|l'|h"“'ip:‘.‘.‘l‘ll.‘lfL Pris
gram) was Jseussed, bul  without
naming him. The Seélect Commiltee's
veport staled

‘I Nevember 1970, the San Frun
eisen Vield Offlce faf the FBT] notificed
the Director [of the FBI| thal Tuey
Newton hud ‘mecently renlod o hesorious
lukeshiore apartment in Oakland, Culi
lorpia’. . The information was given
le the San Franviaa Fxaminer, hosw
ever. in Febiruwary 1971, arul an arficle
[Ed Montgomers's BHW| was pub-
lished stating that Huyey P. Newdon,
BPP |Black Paniher Party] Supréme
Conmmander, had inoved into a $0850.4
maonth apartment pverlioking  Lake
Merrilt In Oakland, Callfornia. under
the assumed noine of Don Perm. Head-
quariers approved anomymously mail-
ing copics of the article to BI'T hrunches
and ordersd copies of the article for
‘divisions with BPT iviky for mail-
ing tn newspapor miitore.”

“Ihe San Francisco office {nformed
FB! headqumriers later in Febrsiiy
thal ‘BPP Headquarters wist bestiged
Isic] with inguiries after the printing
of the San Fronciseo Examinor
artiele |

*_ .In a Februrary 1871 mepurl on
rrcent  ComielPro activity, the San
Frauncisco Division lof the HBI' e
seribed the San Francisco Examiner
artivle ax ome of its ‘rounderintelli-
genee activilles” "

Montgomery hay related a different
yersion, ol bow be gol Lhe oo oo
Newton living i the Oukland pent-
houw (ipe Bay Ciardian 7:2376).
Duringz o pretrial depasilion tor 5 550
millian crimanal conspiracy complaint
Svnanon  has brought against  the
Examiner. Monfeomery said he got s
tip that cnabled him v develop the
stury an his ow.

The end result of the Lxaminer’s
corpmstion to FBI CoinlelP ro activities
in H. Broce Franklin®s ease was it
Muntgomery's stocles on lem  were
used by the FBI to hound him  wher
ever he went. Afler lir was [ired by
Stanford and sought employment at
the Universitv: of Coluraihs, the FBI
want hiuntgu:rnrn-s articles to Thal
sotionl’s board of regenls. Copies of
them were “"mube available lo cuch
board inember by the baord seeretary
piler to their deeision to reject Prof
Crunklin®s appointment al the Uni-
versity of Colormdn,™ according b lhe
press release on the case distributed
h?' the Colorado ACLL

The press releass that the SF daily
newspuper  monopoly considered un
peiblishable conchuled with this sum-
MATY;

"These efforls by the FBI to desiroy
a mun's livelhihood smd s dignity
biecause his politicsl views differ from
those held by key mpmbers of the FRE
ix despicable and smacks of the worsl
sort of seoret pﬂlitt‘ factics Tt is an
alffrent to the American people o have
stories  manufactarcd o The Dews-
papers by a Federal poliec ageney il
have memhbers of governing hoards of
lewding institutions uiknowingly mé-
nipulaled bs surreptitious campaigns to
‘disceedil’ 1hirne the FBL disaprees with
We leave it fo lhe “non cooperative
media’ and the people to demasl that
the FRI cease lampenng with the
democratin process and that the FBI
e held acopuniulile when it engaers
in & camnlestine campaign o strip
a talented man of his bvelihood and
rin,-.e:fﬂr} his professionul und privake
life.' ]
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