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STAFEMhhT BY KATARINA DAVIS DEL vALLE,

Tt is easy to oppose Bruce Franklin's
firing because it violates the right of
Macademic freedom." This view makes it
too easy to avoid any kind of judgement

about what should be taught in the class-—
rooms of Stanford University. In the name
of "academic freedom," should Hitler have.
been allowed te teach at Stanford or on
any other campus? Professor Shockley

teaches his students that "benevolent geno--

cide" (paving Black women not to Lave
children} is a correct solution the op-
pressiocn Black people suffer. The Stan-
ferd adminiztration knows that he teaches
this, yet they see no reason to fire him.

e ave told that universities exist
to provide people with certain skills so
that they may setve society.. While Shock-
ley teaches the benefits of genocide,

Bruce is stopped from teaching about the
resl material conditicns that the majori-
ry of the world's people experience every .
day of their lives. :

Why is someone~fired for talking about
the real conditions of the people of the
world?
students to understand the society and the
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Isn't that knowledge necessary for
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world they live in? The problen with this
being taught in the classrooms of Stanford
University is a simple one. The people

‘who run Stanford run it for a reason. To

keep these conditions the same. To make .
sure most people po on being oppressed by
their control of not only this country,
but most countries of the Third World
(Asia, Africa, and Latin America).

There are still teachers at Stanford

who are
so tlearly (at least for a while) the fir-.
ing of Bruce was not ‘a part of an overall:
move to get rid'of just anyone with ideas
similar to his. Bruce Franklin was fired
because he acted according to his idess.
He was fired because he insisted on link-
ing theory with practice, ideas with con-
crete action. He refused to allow people
to get away with defining 'education” as

.a long process of simply stuffing your

head with ideas out of books or lectures.
Most pecple in the world already understand
this. We understand that to become "edu-
cated" about something means you have to

have real experience with whatever you're
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_trying'to learn about,
" Bruce expressed could have remajined in
- the zlassroom,

© stract,
"self-proclaimed, avowed" Marxists,

The ideas that

He would never have been
fired. But because he participated in
and encouraged others to participate in
actions to put an end to the oppression
that Stanford perpetuates, he was fired.
Britce has said the university fired
him because his jdeas were the "tructh.”
If they were only the truth in the ab-
in theory, Stanford weuld not be
threatened. It is because those ideas
are the truth in reality, becsuse they are
the active practice of more and more peo-
ple and thelr movements for liberation
all over the werld, that there is a threat
It is because these movements are growing
4s a result of exploitation by imperial-
ist institutions like Stanford University,
that' there is a threat. It is because
Bruce learned his ideas from the theory
and practice of Mao, Che, Fidel, Ho Chi
Minh, and many other leaders of the people
who- have successfully waged battles agains
such oppressors. - Stanford fired Bruce
because his ideas have won, are W1nn1ng,
and. w1ll continue to winl :



