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NEWS ANALYSIS

CAMPUS PROTESTS: RITES OF SPRING OR REBIRTH OF STUDENT MOVEMENT?

By Bill Sievert#
Pac1f1c News SerV1ce

*Bill Sievert, former education editor of Saturday Review, is a
correspondent for the Chronlcle of ngher Education.

BERKELEY, CALIF,, JUNE 6-~

spirit of activism that swept American colleges in the sixties,

- question many student_leaders are prlvately asking themselves.-
civil rights movement that blossomed durlng Pre31dent John Kennedy S

 president pushing human rights. A rising chorus of students

In the wake of this spring's sudden spurt of campus protests,

some student'leaders are talking cautiously of a revival of the

But are U.S., students actually on the vexrge of launching another
nationwide student movement, or are they merely acting out the |
traditional rites of spring? |

" As schools let out for the long hot summer, that is the

The student uprisings of the 1960s had their roots in the
"New Frontier." Again today; the U.S. has a new Democratic
appears to be plcklng up the cry,

But, as today s student activists are well aware, there have

been false'alarms-before.

In the sprlng of 1975 a ripple of student unrest swept

~more~ . -_#// 

604 Mission Street-rooniiOOl- San Francisco, California 94105 -(415) 986-5690



STU'DEN’I‘S-«-2222 | B S | = B copyfight 'sN's
Iacross more than two dozen campuses from New York to Callfornla.' ",
-]Hundreds of angry students plcketed, sat—ln and rallled over
'nsuch economlc concerns as skyrocketlng tultlons and reduced dd'
Vbudgets for ethnlc stud es and mlnorlty recrultlng. . .

B There were more student denonstratlons that sprlng than in
:Sany year 31nce 19?0 when some 400 campuses were shut down or
dlsrupted 1n the wake of the U. S. 1nva51on 1nto Cambodle.

Student 1eaders clalmed ‘the movement was belng reborn and
7-the protests Would spread in, the fall But they dldn t._

The same student rumbllngs were repeated in the sprlng of i

| "1976. But, come fall, all was. qulet agaln.L

h Street protests, mASS. rallles and bulldlng occupations had
'-become exclus1ve1y a product of sprlng, when students--llke
everyone else~-needed a tens1on release.'" - |

'ﬁ But the problem w1th sprlng protests lS that 1t s dlfflcult
to malntaln nomentum 1nto the fall, | | . '

"We're. very corcerned about keeplng the momentum.g01ng, |

:admlts Ann Henkels, co«student body pres1dent at Stanford Un1vers1ty,t
' where 294 persons Were arrested durlng a recent s1t-1n agalnst
:zthe school 5 1nvestments 1n South Afrlca.'w | _ |
| "Our admlnlstratlon keeps saylng lt 8 Just sprlng fever._'

They thlnk they can 51t back and we 11 80 away; But students don t

. get’ arrested Jjust for fun. They re rlsklng thelr futures.__

The number of student arrests thls sprlng-—hlghest 51nce 1970—-
_1s 1nterpreted by some as a s1gn of a. 51gn1f1cant escalatlon in |
protest polltlcs. They also note that the 1nterests of students
'appear to be broadenlng agaln. | |

| After several years of concentratlng on - 'bread~and butter"."

' 1ssues (tultlon and fees) or other local concerns (supportlng a

'-flred 1nstructor), most of the protests in recent months have
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1nvolved natlonal and 1nternatlona1 polltloal 1ssues that relate
to unlversity llfe. | _ I | | : .
Berkeley soc1olog1st Franz Schurmann descrlbes the mood as
srmllar to the very early '605, before the Vletnam War, when you

..'had the Peace Corps, aotlve polltlcklng, and the c1v11 rlghts

T struggle._;_'

A51de from protests at Columbia and the Unrversrty of
::Pennsylvanla agalnst Henry Kissinger as' a "war criminal," the
30r 1ssue thls sprlng has been un1vers1ty 1nvestments 1n .'
' corporatlons dorng buslness in raolally separatlst South Afrlca.:'d
.'Apartheid is THE 1ssue many student leaders _belleve will forge =
-a new coalltlon among U Se students. : _. _ | .t
C It has sparked mllltant protests at the Unlver51ty of Wlscon51n,
_the Universrty of Mlnnesota and Hampshire College in Massachusetts.
._But nowhere has the 1ssue recelved such Wlde and vocrferous ' |
support as in Callfornla. |
'_ Refusals by Stannord and the nlnencampus Unlver81ty of
f:Callfornla to drop thelr huge :tockholdlngs (worth over $600 '
'milllon) in flrms d01ng bu81ness in South Africa have sparsed the -
.creatlon of a statew1de, 15-chapter coalltlon of students known
';tas Campuses Unlted Agalnst Apartheld (CUAA) | |
| At Stanford, a- recent rally and sit-in sponsored by the CUAA
rbrought out 600 students (294 of whom ‘were arrested)--the largest
'student protest the Unrversrty had seen 1n flve years. :' ' d
At U C Santa Cruz, 419 persons were arrested durlng a recent.
d"antl-apartheld s1t-1n, maklng 1t the largest mass: student arrest
e 31nce the "Free Speech" demonstratlons of 1964 that ushered 1n a
decade of polrtlcal act1v1sm._7' B o |
| Student laaders in Callfornla belleve that hlstory w111 repeat.

-'_"The CUAA is thlnklng in terms of a 1ong-term commltnent,
- o i ~more~ |
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.._says Ann Henkels.-'"we ve already adopted the pOSlthﬂ that '
- we 11 cempalgn agalnst 1nst1tutlonal racism in the U.S. as Well as
inm South Afrlca. What the students really want to do is change
the organlzatlon s0 that it also can take on such issues as the
'*'problems of Thlrd world students, afflrmatlve actlon and the
| Bakke case," | | |

(The Bakke case 1nvolves a recent state Supreme Court. rullng,
 now under appeal, that U.0:'8 speclal adm1331ons programs. for
:_ nlnorltles constltute reverse dlscrlmlnatlon and are unconstltutlonal ),

One 1nd1catlon of the long-range potentlal of thls sprlng 's
campus protests is the Varlety of students 1”ak.mg part--ranglng _.
from hardened Ma01sts to elected student government off1c1als. |
E "There s ‘mot - a strong llberal versus conservative identity,
nnt mnch of a raclal 1dent1ty-mreally not much of a polltlcal
afflllation 1nvolved at all," says Jim Clark of Mlnnesota.-

Mbst students "don' t even remenber the student movement. of
*seven years ago, he says.""They have not been polltlcally
polarized in one dlrectlon or another.

- Joe Leltmann a student senator and.organlzer of a recent teach?
~in on South Afrlca at Berkeley, agrees that "Un1Ver51ty 1nvestments :
in South Afrlca is a very good 1ssue because almost enyone can
'-]unlte around 1t._d' : | _

But Leltmann concedes there are tactical problems. .Hard-line
'radicals; partlcularly'the Student Revolutlonary Brlgade_and.some
CUAA leaders, hope to llnk the South African issue to domestic |
rac1sm and revolutlon.; But, Leitmann says, more moderate students
'"don = belleve a revolutlonary 91tuatlon exists in the U.S. We
' went to work on. progre551ve changes we can actually accompllsh.

g -er Clark of_Mlnnesota_agrees "We re focusing on reachable'

~more-
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.goals. Our regents CAN get rid of thelr investments in South Afrlca.
Clark and other student leaders belleve that President

| Carter S publlo pronouncements on human rlghts abroad have helped

' rlnsplre the current student 1nterest in South Afrlcan apartheid.
"Carter s stance has j-:.verl us a foot in the door," Cclark says.

'"If you see. a lot of human rlghts coverage in Time magazlne and

d'on telev1s1on, 1t glves indlrect support. | |

' AddsiLeltmann of Berkeley, Carter has ralsed publlc awareness,_

r_but it! 's Just been talk It_s-up to-the students to provlde real -

'leadershlp. | __. | | B |
Ironlcally, most of the protests agalnst university dealings

.1n South Afrlca have ‘been overWhelmlngly Whlte. “I'm sort of

Embarrassed to admlt 1t,' says Leltmann,."but at first our movement_

was almost lllY whlte. Now'we've”linked up with the campus Thlrd

f-fWorld Coalltlon, and we're seelng more ethnic 1nvolvement.

Ann Henkels of Stanford notes that as whlte protesters expand
their issue base to 1nclude such local mlnorlty concerns as spec1a1
admrssrons programs, more blacks, as Well as Asians- and Chlcanos,
iare 301n1ng ‘the protests. |

| But there have also been a few ominous. signs,- After.voting-.-
_for a general strlke at Berkeley, student organlzers dropped the
plan when they began hearlng complalnts that it was too_late_ln
}\the year and too close to ‘final exams. o |

Berkeley protesters also ‘have met wrth 1nd1fference and even
opp051t10n from _some students, partlcularly younger - ones._ Durlng .
a recent candlellght march by about 150 anti-apartheid demonstrators,
' doeens of dormltory students hurled water balloons and eplthets at

the narchers from thelr hlgh-rrse windows.

But opposrtlon and 1nd1fference surprlse no one in an era_;

s when most students are more Jogmorlented than polltlcal An anmual
L o emore-. o ;o
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| ;natlonal survey of attltudes among freshman, publlshed last w1nter o
” by the Amerlcan Councrl on Educatlon, found ‘that more. than half of

- the freshmen oons1der themselves- mlddle of the roaders" and only

o gl 2 percent thlnk of themselves as ‘radical o Mfan left.ﬁ-_-'

A College Press Servroe survey of student newspaper edltors last
fall found that most students care more about secure personal
-futures than revolutlon or soc1al or- polltlcal chsnge. |

. In faot, thlS sprlng s student unrest hes 1nvolved only about
‘14 campuses and no more than a few thousand studeuts——out of 1700
'campuses in the U. S. Wlth some 11 215 000 reglstered students._

Yet Where protests have taken place, they have made a strong ;

-impress1on. At-Hampshlre College in Amherst, students occupled the

L fadmlnlstratlve offlces for three days untrl college off1c1als agreed’

" to sell off $200 000 worth of stock in several corporatlons, 1nclud1ng

9w three that do busrness in South Afrlca.

And at. the Un1versrty of Wiscon51n 1n Medlson, students won an

3;op1n10n from the state Attorney General that ‘the Unlver81ty s holdlngs _'

cin companles d01ng bus1ness w1th South Afrlca v1olate a state measure

_.::that outlaws busrness w1th any oompany that condones dlscrrmlnatlon.'

."It S hard to. predlct whether we ll be able. to keep it g01ng

ddln the fall,“ admlts Jlm Clark of Mlnnesota. ﬁlt really depends 4

... on how Well the motlvators get organlzed "

| In Callfornla, CUAA members hope to begln bulldlng alllances
| next: fall Wlth students 1u other states whose schools have South |
::Afrlcan 1nvestments..'.... , |
. T thlnk it w1ll take a natlonal con501ousness for us to
:_succeed 1n overturnlng apartheld ".says Stanford's Henkels, but =
sfpdthe 1dea of a. 1ong-term commltment is grow1ng._ L really belleve";

jdwe re seelng the blrth of a new student movement.__”fl:
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