Twenty years aft
students return

er campus protests against the war,
to Stanford to talk about activism

Stanford Unmiversity News Service photo

In the spring of 1969, Stanford students formed the April Third Movement to protest the war in Vietnam and classified military research on campus

A RADICAL REUNION

By Kathleen Donnelly
Mercury News Staff Writer

N A quiet Sunday morning,
Lenny Siegel stands in front of
the Applied Electronics Labo-
ratory at Stanford University, site of
the April Third Movement's greatest
hour, and possibly Lenny Siegel's, too.

Things have changed since the last
time Siegel, a former leader of stu-
dent protests, took a group like this
one to the lab. Then, it was April 1969
and the group following him was plan-
ning to occupy the building. Today, the
group following him is touring sites
significant to the anti-war movement.
As former protester Sue McKevitt
laughingly points out, this time they
don't even carry rocks to throw at the
windows.

McKevitt is one of some 200 former
Stanford activists who returned to the
campus over the weekend to com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the
April Third Movement, the student
protest that consumed them during
the spring of 1969.

On Saturday, they took part in panel
discussions about today’s activism and
on why they did what they did and
what the future holds. That evening,
they restaged a guerrilla theater piece
(“Alice in ROTC Land”), which origi-
nally starred Sigourney Weaver, and
watched a PBS documentary on the
Vietnam War protest on the Stanford
campus.

On Sunday, they toured campus
sites and reminisced. Siegel, the 40-
year-old director of the Pacific Stud-
ies Center, a research center on elec-
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Siegel organized the reunion; McKevitt investigates housing discrimination

tronics and defense issues based in
M in View, organized the reuni

On April 3, 1969, about 800 students
met to vote on the demands they had
for the Stanford administration, fore-
most among them no more classified
military research on campus and no
more counterinsurgency work at the
Stanford Research Institute. The stu-
dents gave the administration nearly a
week to act on the demands. Then, on
April 9, they marched to the electron-
ics laboratory and began a nine-day
sit-in that ended in the university's
promise to stop secret research.

On May 16, 1969. about 500 students

blockaded the street in front of the
SRI building in the industrial park
next to the campus, smashing the win-
dows with the same tear gas canisters
lobbed at them by police. Sixteen pro-
testers were arrested, but SRI's work
continued.

Since then, the “Big Chill” — a
feeling that former radicals have
compromised their beliefs in ex-
change for comfortable lives — may
have hit some ex-activists. But if it
has, those people didn’t come to this
reunion to talk about their angst
Those who came back for the reunion
aren’t squeamish about what they did

in the '60s and how it jibes with what
they’re doing now.

O

Four days before the reunion, Harry
Cleaver says, he was on the University
of Texas at Austin campus where he
teaches economics, “shuttling between
grad students protesting wage cuts
and black students who want more
minority faculty.”

“Obviously,” he says, taking a bite
of the tofu and vegetable combo he's
ordered for breakfast. “it’s in the in-
terest of the black students that the
grad students are highly paid. since
good grad students attract faculty.”

It is from such thinking Cleaver
says, that coalitions are born. He
wipes a bit of tofu from his beard

Cleaver, 45, was a graduate student
in economics at Stanford during the
April Third Movement He's still so
involved in student movements that
the University of Texas student news-
paper recently called him a “radical
prof.” It's a term he relishes.

“Hell, no!” says Cleaver when asked
if his past as an activist has ever
harmed his academic career. “It's
helped. The job I've had for the last 12
years I got through student militan-
cy.
When Cleaver came to the Texas
campus to give a talk, actually a try-
out for an open position on the facuity
he says a group of students met him at
the airport and “grilled me till two in
the morning on all kinds of questions
And they liked what they heard.

So. he says. they put pressure on the

See REUNION, Page 16B
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